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The following remarks are taken (with some addi- 
tions) from the eighteenth number of the American 
Quarterly Review. 
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REMARKS, &c. 



It has oflen enough been objected to books written and pub- 
lished in the United States, that they want a national air, tone, 
and temper. , Unhappily, too,lthe <X)mplaint has not unfreqnently 
been weH founded ; but the volume of Mr. Webster's Woifa is a 
striking exception to all such remarks. It consists of a coSection, 
of his Addresses, Speeches in Congi'ess, and Forensic Argiipients, 
printed chiefly from pamphlets, already weD known ; and it is 
marked throughbut, to an uncotnmon degree, with the best char- 
acteristics of a ffenerous nationality. No one, indeed, can open 
it, without perceiving thsCt, whatever it contains, ' must have been 
the work of one born and educated among our free institutions, — 
of one formed in their spirit, and animated and sustained by their 
genius and power, liie subjects discussed, and the interests 
maintained ini it, are entirely American; and many of them are 
so important, that they are already ixjcome prominent parts of 
our history. As we turn oyer its pages, therefore, and see how 
qomi)letely Mr. Webster has identifkd himself with the great in- 
stitutions of the country, and hoiy they, in their turn, have in- 
spired and called forth the greatest eflTorts of his uncommon mind^ 
we feel as if the sources of his strength, and the mystery by which 
it controls us, wer^, in a considerable degree, interpreted. We 
feel that, like the fabulous giant of antiquity, he gathers his power 
from the very earth that produced him ; and oui* sympathy and 
interest, therefore, are excited, not less by the principle on which 
it so much depends, than by the subjects and occasions on which 
it is so strikingly put forth. We understand better than we did be- 
fore, not only why we have been drawn to him, but why the at- 
traction that carried us along, was at once so cogent and so natural. 
When, however, such a man appears before the nation, the pe- 
f^ riod of his youth and training is necessarily gon6 by. It is only 
as a distinguished member of the General Gbvernment,— proba- 
. bly in one of the two Houses of Congress, that he first comes, as 
, it were, into the presence of the great mass of his countrymen. 

-^ But, before he can arrive there, he has, in the vast majority of 
-^ cases, reached the full stature of his strength^ and developed all 
^ the prominent peculiarities of his character. Much, therefore, 
♦t of what is most interesting m relation to hiin>— much of what goes 
^ to make up his individuaUty and momentum, and without which, 
neither his elevation nor ms copduct can be luDy understood or 
estimated, is known only in the circle of his private friends, or, at 
most, in that section of the country from which he derives his 
origin. In this way, we are ignorant of a great deal it concerns 
us t6 know about many of our distinguished statesmen ; but about 
none, probably, are we more relatively ignorant than about Mr. 
Webster, who is eminently one of those persons, whose profess- 
sional and political career cannot be toleraVly understood, unteaa 



>€ 



4 



(4) 

we ha^^ some acquamtance vfiih the circumstaneesr of his oriffiny 
and of his early history, taken^ in coftna^on with his whole public 
life. We were, therefore, disappointed, on opening the vcJume 
of his works, not to find prefixed to it a full biographical notice 
of hinif We were, indeed, so much disappointed and felt so fuHy 
persuaded, that neither the contents of the volume itself, nor the 
sources of its author's power, nor his position before tbe nation, 
could be properly comprehended without it, that we determined 
at once to prepare such notices of his life, as we might be able 
to collect 42nder unfavorable circumstances. We only regret 
that our efforts have not bf^en more successful,— ^and that our no- 
tices, therefore, are few and imperfect 

Mr. Webster was bom in Salisbury, a farming tovni of New- 
Hampshire, at the head of the Merrimack, in 1782i His father, 
always a farmer, was a man of a strongly marked and vigorous 
character, — ^full of decision, integrity, firrhness, and good sense. 
He served under Lord Amherst, in the French war, that ended 
in 1763; and, in the war of the Revolution, he commanded a com- 
panv chiefly composed of his own towns-people dnd friends, who 
gladly fougnt under his leading nearly every campaign, and at 
whose head he was founds ift the battle of Bennmgton, at the 
White Plains, arid at West-Point, when Arnold's treason was dis- 
covered. He died about the year 1806; and, at the time of his 
death, had filled, for many years, the office of Judge of the Court 
of Common Pleaa, for the state of New-Hampshire. ; 

But, dtaring the early part of Mr. Webster's life, the ptece of his 
birth, now the centre of a flourishing and happy population, was on 
the fbontiers of civilizatioiL His father had been one of the very 
first settlers, and had even pushed further Into the wilderness than 
the reist ; so that the smoke sent up amidst the soUtude of the forest, 
from the humble dwelling in which Mr. Webster was himself 
bom, marked, for some time, the ultimate limit of New-England 
adventure at the North. Undoubtedly, in any other country, the 
sufi^rings, privations, and discouragement's inevitable in such a 
life, would have precluded all thought of intellectual culture. 
But, in New-England, ever since the first free-school was estab- 
lished amidst the woods that covered the peninsula of Boston, in 
1636, the school-master has been found on the border line between 
savage and civilized life, often indeed with an a;K to open his 
own path, but always looked up to with respect, and always car- 
rying with him a valuable and preponderatmg influence. 

It is to this characteristic trait of New-Ei^and policy, that we 
owe the first development of Mr. Webster's powers, and the 
original determination of his whole course in fife ; for, unless the 
school had sought him in the forest, his father's means would not 
have been sufficient to send him down into the settlements to seek 
the school The first upward step, therefore, would have been 
w^ting; and it is not at all probable, that any subsequent exer- 
tions on his own part, would have enabled him to retrieve it 
The value of such a benefit cannot, indeed, be measured ; but it 



seems to have been fais sood fortune to be able in part, at leait^ 
to repay it; for no man has explained ^yith such simphcity and 
force as he has eiqplained them, the very princiides and founda- 
tions on which the free-schools of New-England rest, or shown, 
with such a feeling of their importance and value, how truly the 
free institutions of our country must be built on the education of 
idl. We allude now to his remarks in the Convention of Masisa- 
chusetts, where, speaking of the support of schools, he says: — 

" In this particular we maj be allowed to claim a merit of a very hi^h and peculiar 
character. Thin commonwealth, with other of the New^England states, early adopted, 
and has constantly maintained the principle, that it u the nndoobted right, and th* 
bounden duty of government, to provide for the instruction of all youth. That which 
is elsewhere left to chance, or to charity, we secure by law. For the purpose of pub* 
Uc instruction, we hold ever^ man subject to taxation, in proportion to lus proper^, 
and we look not to the question, whether he, himsdf, have or have not children to m 
benefited by the education for which he pays. We regard it as a wise and liberal 
system of policy, by which property, and lifo, and the peace of society are secured. 
We seek to prevent, in some measure, the extension of tiie penal code, by inspiring a 
salutary and conservative principle* of virtue, and of knowledge, in an early ace. We 
hopQ to excite a foeling of respectabilitv, ^u^ of senise of character, by enk^^g the 
capacity, and increasing the sphere of intellectual enjoyment "By general instruc- 
tion, we seek, as fiir as possible, to purify the whole moral atmosphere ; to keep good 
sentiments uppermost, and to turn the strong current of foding and opinion, as weQ 
as the censures of Uie law, and the denuneiaticms of refigicMi, against immorality and 
crime. We hope for a^ security, beyond. the law, and above me law, in the preva> 
lence. of enlightened and well princi^ed moral sentiment, y^p hope to continue and 
to prolong the time, when, in the villages and &rm-honses oif New^£ng]and, there 
may be undisturbed sleep, within unbeired doors. And knowing that our go?emment 
rests diroctiy on the puhUc will, that we may preserve it, we endeavor to give a safo 
and proper direction to the public will. We do not, indeed, expect all men to be 
philosophers, or statesmen ; but we confidentiv trust, and our expectation of the du- 
ration of our system of government rests on mat trust, that by ^e difiuston of gen- 
eral knowledge, and good and virtuous sentiments, the poHtical fiibiic may be secure, 
as well against open violence and overthrow, as against tiie slow but sure undermining 
of licentiousness.*' pages 209, 210. 

** I rejoice. Sir, that every man in this community may call all property his own, 
so fiir as he has occasion for it, to furnish for , himself «nd his children the blessings 
of religious instruction atid the elements of knowledge. Thi^ celestial, ftnd tins 
earthly light, he is entitied to by the fundamental laws. It is every poor man*s un- 
doubted birth-right, it is the gpreatblessinsr which this constitution has Siecuredto 
him, it is his solace in life, and it may well be his consolation in death, that his ooun- 
try stands pledged, by the foith which it has plighted to all its citiz&ns, to protect his 
children from ignorance, barbarism, and vice.** p. 211. 

How Mr. Webster's education was advanced immediately after 
he left these, primary schools, is, we believe, i^ot known, ft was, 
however, with great sacrifices ofi the part of his family, and 
severe struggles on his own. At last, when he was fifteen or 
sixteen years old, after a very imperifect preparation, he was 
entered at Dartmouth College; at least, so we infer, for he was 
graduated therein 1801. What were his principal or favorite 
pursuits during the three or four years of his academic life, we 
do not know. We remember, however, to have met formerly 
one of his classmates, who spoke with the liveliest interest of the 
generous and deUghtftd spirit he showed among his earliest friends 
and competitors, in the midst of whom, he manifested, from the 
first, aspirations etitiiely beyond his condition, and, when the first 
year was passed, developed faculties which left all rivalship far 
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baiund him. Indeed^ it i$ kno^m^ in many way0, that, bv those 
who were acouainted with him at this period of his lijfe, he was 
already regarded as a marked ihan ; and that, to the mo»re saga* 
cious of them, the honors of his subsequent career have not b^p 
unexpected 

Immediately after leaving college, he began the study of the 
law in the place of his nativity, with Mr. Thompson, soon $ifiter- 
wards a member of Congress ; a gentleman who, from the eleva* 
tion of his own character, was able to comprehend that of his 
pupil, and contribute to unfold its powers. But the res angasUB 
domi pressed hard upoii him. He was compelled to exert himself 
for his ovm support; and his professional studies were frequently 
interrupted and impaired by pursuits, which ended only in obtain- 
ing what was needful for his mere subsistence. 

Circumstances conncJcted with his condition and waTnts at this 
time, led him to Boston, and carried him, when there, into the 
office of Mr. Gore. This was, undoubtedly, one of the deciding 
circumstances of his life. Mr. Gore was a lawyer of eminence, 
and a gentteman^ in the loftiest and most generous meaning of the 
word. His- history was already connected with that of the countiy. 
He had been-appointed district attorney of the United States for 
Massachusetts, by Wa^shington ; he had served in Engltod as our 
commissioner under Jay's treaty; and he was afterwards governor 
of his native state, and its senator in Congress. His whole char- 
acter, private, political, and professional, from its elevation, pu-' 
rity, and dimity, was singulariy fitted to influence a younjj man 
of quick and generous feelings, who already perceived withm him- 
self the impulse of tsflepts and the stirrings of an ambition whose 
direction was ye^t to be determined. Mr. Webster felt, that it 
was well for him to be there ; and Mr. Gore obtained an mfluence 
over his young mind, which the peculiarly kind and frank maI^lers 
of the instructor permitted early to ripen into ah intimacy and 
friendship that were interrupted only by death. 

Mr. Webster finished the study of his profession in Boston, and 
was there iadmitted to the bir in 1805 ; — Mr. Gore, who present- 
ed him, venturing, at the time, to mak6 a prediction to the court 
respecting his pupil's future eminence, which has been hardly 
more than fulfilled by all his present fame. At first, he be^an the 
practice of his profession in Boscawen, a smdi village adjacent 
to the place of his birth ; but in 1807, he removed to rortsmoulhf 
where, no doubt, he thought he was establishing himself for life. 

As a ybunff lav^er, about to lay the foundations for fiiture suc^ 
cess(, his position could, perhaps, hardly have been rendered more 
fortunate sind happy than it was now in Portsmouth. He rose 
rapidly, in^ general regard, and was, thereforcj almost at once, 
ranked with the first in his profession in his native sta,te. Of course* 
his associations and intercourse were with the first minds. And, 
happily for one like him, the presiding judse of die highest tribu- 
nal in Plew-Hampshire was then Mr. I^ith, afterward governor 
of the state, whose native clearness of perception, acuteness, zxA 
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power, united to faithft^ and accurate learning in his profemon, 
and the soundest and most practical wisdom in the fulfilment of 
his duties on the bench, and in his intercourse with the bar, gave 
him naturally and necessarily great influence over ite younger 
members. , Mr. Webster, as the most prominent among them, 
came much in contact with him,.an4 profited much firom his sa- 
gacious foresight and wise and discriipioating londness. He came, 
too, still more in cojaitact with Mr. Mason, afterwards a sienator 
in Congress, and then and still the leading counsd in New-Hamp- 
shire. Mr. Mason was his senior by several years, but there waa 
no other adversary capable of encountering him : an4 the intel- 
lect with which. Mr. Webster was thus called to contend on equal 
terms was' one of the highest order^ of ample resources, and of 
the quickest penetration ; whose original re&ch, firm grasp, and 
unsps^ring logic, left no safety to an adversary, biit in a vigor, 
readiness, and skill, which could never be taken unpreparM or at 
disadvantage. It was a severe school ; ' but there is little reason 
to ddubt, J\fr. Webster owes to its stprn and rigid discipline much 
of that intellectual tra^iiiing and power, which render iiim, in his 
turn, so formidable an adversary. He owes to it, also, notwith- 
standing their uniform and daily opposition i|i court, the no less 
uniform personal friendship of Mri Mason in private life. 

It was in the midst, however, of this period, both of discipline 
and success as a lawyer, iii New-Hampshire, that he entered pub- 
lic life. In the government of his native state, we believe, he 
never took office of any kind ; and his first political pJace^ there- 
fore, Was in the thirteenth Congress of the United States. He 
was ch6sen in 1812, soon after tte declaration of war ; and as he 
was then but thirty years old, he must have been one of the 
youngest menfibers of that important Congress. His position 
there was difficult, and he felt it to be so. He was opposed to 
the policy of the war ; he represented a state eamestlv opposed 
to it; ana he had always, especially in the eloquent ana, powerful 
memorial from the great popular meeting in Rockuijgnam, ex- 
pressed himself fully and franldy on the whole subject But he 
was now called into the councils of the government, which was 
carryii^ on the war itself. He felt it to be his duty,, therefore, 
to make no factious opposition to the measures essential to main- 
tain the dignity and honor of the country; to make no opposi- 
tion for opposition's sake ; fhpugh, ai the same time, he felt it to 
be no less nis duty, to ta^ good heed that neither the cons1;itu- 
tion, nor the essential interests of the nation, were endangered 
pr sacrificed-— ne quid d^trimenti respuhUca aceipiat. This, in- 
deed, seems to have been his motto up to the time of the peace; 
and his tone in relation to it is always manly, bold, and decisive. 
When Mr. Monroe's bill for a sort of conscription was intro- 
ducedf he joined with Mr. Eppes, and other friends oi the admii>- 
istrati(»i, in defeating a project, which, except in ^a moment of 
great anxjety and excitement, would probably have found no de- 
lenders. But when, on the other hand, the bill for '^ encouraging 
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enlistments" was before the house, he heMj in January I8I4, the 
following strong and striking language^ in which, now the passions 
of th^t stormy period are hushed^ all will sympathize. 

*^ Hie hamble tM which it would Be in my. power to render to measures of go- 
vernment, shall be given cheerfbUy, if government ^I porsue measm^ which I can 
ooDscientioaslj support If, even npw, failing in an honest and sincere attempt to 
procure a just and honouraUe peace, it will return to mepisures of defence and pvo' 
tection, such as reason, and common sense, and the public opinion, all call fi>r, n\y 
vote shall not be withholden from the mean& Give up your futile projects of inva- 
sion. Extinguish the fires that Uaze on your inland frontiers. Establuh perfect 
faiety and defence there by adequate force. Let every man-that sleeps on your soil 
sleep in security. Stop tlie, blood that flows from the veins of unaarmed yeomanxy, 
and women and children. Give to the living time to bury and lament their dead, m 
the quietness of private sorrow. Having performed this work of beneficence and 
merey on your, inla&d border, turn, and look with the eye of justice and opmpassion, 
on your vast population ^long the coast Unclench the iron grasp of your embargo^ 
Take measures for that end before another sun sets upon you. With all the war of 
the enemy on your comn^erce, if you would cease to make war upon it yourselves, 
you would stiO have some commerce. That commerce would give you some reve- 
nue. Apply that revenue to the augmentation of your navy. That navy, in turn, 
wiD protect your commerce. Let it no longer be said, diat not one ship of force, built 
by your hands since the war, yet floats upon the ocean. Turn the current of your 
efforts into the channel, which national sentiment has already worn broad and deep 
to receive it A naval force, competent to defend your coast, against considerable 
armaments, to convoy your trade, and perhaps raise th'e blockifde of your rivers, is 
not a chimera. It may be realized. I^ then, the war must continue, go to the ocean. 
If you are i^riously contending for maritime rights, |[o'to the theatre, where alone 
those rights can be defended. Thither every indication of ybur fortunes points you. 
' There the united wishes and exertions of the nation will go with you. Even oiir 
party divisions, acrimonious as they are, cease at the water*s edge. They are lost in 
attachment to the national character, on the element where that character is made 
respectable. In protecting naval interests by naval means, you will arm yourselves 
witii the whole power ofnatiunal sentiment, and may.command the whole abundance 
of the national resource. In tifne, you may' be efiabled to redress injuries in the place 
where they may be offered; and, if need be, to accompany your own flag throughout 
the world with the protection of your own cannon.*^ Speech,^. 14, 15. 

Later in the same Congress, the subject of the establishment 
and principles of a national bank c^^e into discussion, and the 
finances of the country beihg then greatly embarrassed, this sub- 
ject rose to paranK)unt importance, and absorbed much of the at- 
tention of Congress up to the moment when the annunciation of 

peace put a period, for the time, to all such debates. On the whole 

*■ - ' 

* These are the la^ words of the speech; and the sentiment they contain in fe- 

vor of a navy and naval protection, has been maintained with great earnestness by 

Mr. Webster for nearly thirty years, <hi all public occasions. In an oration dehvered 

July 4th, 1606, and printed at CQncord,,N. H., he says, ** an immense portion of our 

property is on the waves. Sixty or eigfatv tiiousand of our most useful citizens are 

there, and are entitled to such protection m>m the government as their case requires.** 

In another oration, delivered in 181^, and printed at Portsmouth, he says, ** a navy 

sufficient for the defence of our coasts and harbors, for the convoy of important 

branches of our trade, and sufficient, also, to give our enemies to understand, when 

they injure uft, that tA«y too are vuhiera&e, and that we have the power of retaliation 

as well as of defence, seems to be the plain, necessary, indispensaUe policy of the 

nation. It is the dictate of nature and common senses that means of defence shall 

have relation to the danger.** These doctrines in favor of a navy were extremely 

unwelcfMUe to the nation when they were delivered ; the first occasion refisrred te, be- 

mg just before the imposition of the embargo ; and the second, just befhre the oafMuie 

ofthe Guerriere. How stands the national sentiment now ? Who doubts the truth of 

what Mr. Webster could w± utter m 1806 and 1812 witiiout exciting ill-vdll to him- 

self? 



Biilterof the bank aad the ciarreDcy^ Coii^esiB -was di^ded inlo 
three^parties. , Fiiist, those who w^re affalost a national baok un- 
der any form. These persons consisted chiefy of the remains of 
the old party, which hsud originally opposed the establishment of 
the first baxyL in Washington's time, in 1791, and ki 1811 had pre- 
vented the renewal of its charter.^ They were, howeyer, gene- 
rally, friends of the existing administration, wlK>8e position now 
called strongly for the creation of a new bankf and, therefore, 
while they usiiudly voted on preliminary and incidental measures 
with the fayorers of a bank, they yoted, on the final passiage of 
the Irill, agamst it ; so ttmt it was much easier to defeat the whole 
of any one .pro|ect, than to carry through any modification of it 
Second, there was a party consisting almost entirely of friends of 
the adhiinistration, who wished for ar bank, provided it were such 
a one as they thought wouU not only regulate the currency of the 
country, and facilitate the operations of the goyernment,. but also 
afibrd present and important aid by heayy loans, which the, bank 
was to be compelled to make, and to enable it to do which, it was 
to be reeved from the necessity of paying its ioiotes in specie ; — 
in other words, it was a party that wished to authorize and es- 
tablish a paper currency for the whole country. The third party 
wish^ for a bank with a moderate capital, compelled always to 
redeem its notes with specie, and at Kberty to judge for itself, 
when it would, ahd when it would not, make loans to the governr 
ment . * "^ 

The second party, of course, was the one that introduced into 
Congress the project for a bank at this time. The bill was otigi- 
hally presented to the Senate ; and its main features .were, that me 
bank shoidd absorb a larse amount oif the depreciated public debt 
of the United States, ana grant to the goyemment heayy loans 
on the security of a similar debt to be created ; that its capital 
should consist of fifty millions of doHars, of which fiye million;! 
only were to be specie, and the rest depreciated government se- 
curities ; and that the bank, when required, should lend the govern- 
ment thirty miUiohs. At the time when this plan was brought for^ 
ward, all the numerous state banks south of New-England had re- 
fused to redeem their notes, or, as it was called ^ to ears polite,'* 
had ** suspended specie payments," in consequence of which, their 
notes had fallen in yalue from 10 to 25 per cent, and specie, of 
course, had rii^n proportionally in yalue, and disappeared from 
circulation Entirely. To afford the contemplated national bank any 
chance for carrjdng on its operations, or eyen for beginning them, 
it was to be authorized "to suspend specie pa3rments," which 
meant, that it was to be authorized never to begin them ; for, with- 
out this authority, their specie wouki be drained the moment their 
notes should be issued etpxal to its amount On the other hand, all 
the taxes and revenues of the goyernnient were to be reeeiyable 
in the paper of the bank, howeyer much it might fall- in value. In 
short, the whole scheme was one of those vast Serbonian bogs, 
where, from the dayjs of Law's SfissiBsippi Company, armies 

B : : - •- '^ - 
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whole of legislator? and projectofs have sunk, without leaving ev&n 
a monument behind them to warn^their follower? of their fete. 

We must not, however, be extravagantly vastonished, that a pro- 
ject which we now know was in its nature so wild liQd daogeroiis, 
should have found favorers and advocates. The finances of the 
country were then in a critical, and even distressing position; and 
all men were anxious to devise some means to reUeve them. A 
large part of the nation, too, sincerely entertained the chijfnerical 
notion, now universally explodied, that it was practicable to estab- 
hsh and maintain a safe and stable paper currency, even when 
not convertO)le into specie at the pleasure of the holaei:; and the 
example of England and its national bank was referred to with 
efiect, though, from its history since, the. saiKie example could now 
be referred to with douUe effect on the other side of the discussion. 
After an earnest and able debase, then, the bill, On the whole, passed 
the Senate, and it was understood that a considerable majority of 
the House of Representatives was in. Its favor. 

When brought there on the ?th of December^ 1814, it excited 
a very animated discussion, which, with various interruptions from 
the foirms and rules of the House, references to committees, and 
occasional ac^oumments, wias continued till the 2d of January. 
In this protracted debate Mr. Webster took a coni^icuous part ; 
and his efforts, of which the speech now published is but an incon- 
siderable item, did much to avert the threatened evil, and to esta- 
blish his rfeputktion, not merely as ah eloquent and powerfid deba- 
ter, which had already been setded in the previous session, but as 
asggg^us and sound statesman. 

'"TEsprincipal o|^)osition to the bill^as made on the last day of 
its discussion. He then introduced a series of resolutions, bring- 
ing the bank proposed within the limits of the specie-payipg prin- 
ciple, and taking off from it the restraints, which placea it too 
much within the power of the government to make it useful as a 
moneyed institution, either to the finances or to the commerce of 
the country. The objections to the plan then before Congress, and 
the disasters that would probably follow its ademption, he portrayed 
in the following strong language, which none, however, will now 
think to have been too strong. 

** The capital of the bank, then, will be five millions of specie, and fixrtj-five mil. 
lions of government stocks. In other wcH'ds, the bank wiU possess five millions of 
dollars, and ibe government will owe it ibr^-five millions. ^ This debt fiom govern, 
ment, the bknk is restrained firom selling dormg the war, and government is excused 
irom paying until it shall see fit The bank is also to be under obligation to loan go- 
vernment thirty minions of dollars on demand, to be repaid, not when the convenience 
or necessity of the bank may require, bat wheu debts due to the bank, firom govern- 
ment, are paid { that is, when it shall be the good pleasurie cf government This sum 
of thirty millions is to supply the necessities of government, and to supersede the oc- 
casion of other loans. This loan will doubtless be made on the first day of the ex- 
istence of the bank, because the public wants can admit of no d^y* Its condition, i 
then, win be, that it has five raitlHm&of specie, if it has been able to obtain so^ mich« 
and a debt of seventy-five milliMis, no. pfirt of which it can either sell or call in» due 
to it fi'om govemtnent 

" Tbe loan of thirty million^ to govemnidnt, can only be made by an Smraediate 
issiie of bills to that amount If these bills fbottid relume the bank will not ha abl* 
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to pfj titem. Thif booitiuii, and to' remedy tluB* incoBveniMi^ poijrer if given to 
the directoif^By the act, to supend, at their own diacretion, the paymoit of thdr 
notea, imtfl the Preaident of the United Btatea ahaH othenriae onkr. The Preaidant 
will give no aneh order, becaose the neceaaitiea of government will oompel it to draw 
on tm bank till the bank beoomea aa neoeasitoua aa itaelf. Indeed, whatever orders 
may ^be given or withheld, it will -be utterly impoaaiUe &r the bonk to pay ita notea. 
No anoh thing is eipOcted fiom it The first liote it iaanea vrill be diafaonored on ita 
ratnm, and yet it wiU oqntinne to poor oat ita paper, ao long aagovenunentean npplj 
it in any degree Jto ita pnijpoaea. , , 

**.Wliat aort of an* institution, air, is this 7. It Wks less, like a bank than a depart* 
ment of government It will be properly the paper-money department Ita capital 
is government debti ; the am9Unt of its issilea will depend on government neceaaitiea ; 
government,- in effeet, abaolvea itself from its own debts to the bank, and .hj way of 
compe n satio n abaolves th^^baiik fiOmita own contracta with others. This is, indeed, 
a wonderful scheme of fiance. The government is to grow rich, because it la to 
borrow without the obligation of repaying, and ia to borrow of li bank which iaanea 
paper without liability to redeem it U thia bank, IUlc other matitutiona which dull 
uid plodding common aense haa erected, were to pay ita debts, it must have some 
limits to its issues of paper, and therefore there would be a point beyond whidi it 
oookl not make loans to government This' would fiUl short of the wishes of the con- 
trivers of this system. They pro^de ior an unlimited iaaue of pap^, in an eqitire ex^ 
emption from payoMat. They fiynnd their bank, in the firat place, on the diacredit 
of g(^remment,, and then hope tt». enrid^ goTvrimieiit out of me insolvency of th^ir 
bvw. With Uiem, poverty itself is the main source of supply, and bankruptcy a 
mineof in^zhamdhle treaanre.*' pp. ^24-5. 

The resolutions proposed by Mr. Webster, and supported in 
this speech, were not psissed. Probably he did not expect them 
to pass, when he proposed them ; but the same day, the main 
question was taken upon the passage of the bill itself ; and, as it 
was rejected by the casting vote of the ^aker, there can be no 
reasonable doubt, that without his exertions this portentous ab-^ 
surdity would not have been defeated. It is but justice, however, 
to the supporters of the measure, to ^say, that the mischievous 
coiMfequences of its adoption, were by no means so apparent then 
as they $gre now. We nave since had no little experience on the 
whole matter. It required all the power and influence of the 
general government, and of the present sound and specie-paying 
Bank of the United States, acting vigorously in concert for seve- 
ral years after the war, to relieve the country from the flood of 
depreciated notes.of the state banks with which it was inundated, 
and to restore a safe and uniform currency. When or how this evil 
could have been remedied, if, at the very close of the war, it had 
been almost indefinitely increased by the establishment of a. vast 
machine, issuing every day as much irredeemable paper as would 
be taken at any and every discoiint, and thus cooperating with 
the evil itself, instead of opposing it, is more than any man will 
now be bold enough to conjecture. We> s^iould, no aoubt, have 
been in bondage to it to this hour, and probably left it as a yoke 
upon the necks of our children. 

But, at the tim6 referred to, the necessities of the government 
were urgent ; and, on motion of Mr. Webster, the rufe that pre- 
vented a reconsideration at the same session of a subject thus 
disposed of, was suiq)ended the very iiext day, and a bill for a 
bank was, on the' same day, January 3, recommitted to a select 
committee. Chi the 6th, the committee reported a specie-paying 
baiA, with a much diminished capital, which was carried in, the 
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house, with the fewest possible forms^ on the 7th; Hr. Webster 
luad most of his friends voting foi" it It passed &c senate, too* 
thoi^h with somedifficuhy I but was refused by the President, on 
the groundy that it was not sofficieht to meet the exigencies of 
the case, which, indeed* we now know, no han^ woifld nave been 
aUe to meet Tins prcject, however, being thus rejected, another 
was immediately introduced into the senate, the ^basis df which 
was to be laid, like that of the first bank proposed, in a pajper 
currency. It passed thrat body; but on being brought into the 
house met a severe and determined opp6ffl.tion, which ceased only 
when, on the 17th, the news of peace^ being rc^ceived, the bill was 
mdefiniteiy postponed. 

Mr. Webster's exerticms, however, on the subfeot of the cur- 
rency, did not cease 'with the overthrow of the pftper bank sys- 
tem. He was re-elected by New-Hamp^re for the fourteenth 
Congress, aiid sat there during the sessions of 1815^16; and 
18I6--17I The whole state of thin^ In the nation was now 
changed. The war was over, and the great purpose of sound 
statesmanship yn^LS therefore to bring the healins and renovating 
influences 01 peace into the admimstrsLtion and finances of the 
country. On the introduction of the b0 to incorporate the present 
Bank of the United States, Mr. Webster opposed its passage.. The 
grounds on which he opposed it were mauily two. He thought 
die proposed capital, wnich, in thje original bill, was fifty millions, 
was unwisdy aini uni^cessarily large; and he thought the power 
given to the President to authorize a suspension qf specie pay- 
ments woi^d prove ruinous. On both these points, his opposition, 
with that of ms friends, was successful: the proposed €Maqiount of 
capital was reduced to thirty-five millions; and the power to 
authorize a suspeinsion <rf specie payments was stricken out It 
seenis, also, to have been his opinion, that the government should 
have nothing to do with the a^^intment of Directors iH-^perhaps, 
because it had nothing to do with their a,ppointment in the bank 
of 1791, As, however, the gover^ent itself was to be a large 
subscriber to the present mstitution, we confess^ it seems to us 
but rea;sK>nable, that it should have its proper voice in the annual 
constitution of the Board of Directors., Perhaps Mr. Webster was 
opposed to the subsCriptiigai to the stock on the part of the Govern- 
ment; and that this, together with the appointment of Govern- 
ment-Directors, and a hope of otl^r useful cnan^es in the charter, 
influenced his final vote, which was against the passage of the 
bin, though he had previously voted for one bai^,and had steadilv 
maintained the utility of a well established institution of that kind. 
His great object, howev^, thorough the whole, seems to have been 
to convince Goi^ress and the country, that a paper bank would 
be ruinous; that a baak, with an inordinate amount of capital, 
such as 6Ry millions, would be dangerous; that a bank, with 

Eower to suspend specie pa3aaQeiits, would brin^ the qountry to 
anknqptcy and nan ; and t^t aU hope of regtonog the currency 
-of the country, eiren by means of the best conduct^ bank, would 
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be iufile, cmless the Government itsdf would execute the existing 
laws^ and receive payment of its debts only in legal coin, or in the 
pap^r of gpecie-paying banks* In a speech, not printed in thi? 
voiume, made on the 28th February, 1816, w find.the following 
sotuiid and cogent remarks, which we should have been glad to 
see republished with the rest pf Mr. Webster's discussions on 
these subjects ; for they are fuU of a wisdom which is always 
profitable. 

' -^ It w.a» m mistaken idea,'* he mid, *^ whick beluid heard Tittered on this eubject, 
that we were about to re&nn- the nattonal ourrency. No nation had a -better ear- 
rency than the United States-^there was no nation which had guarded its currency 
with more care ; &r the framert of the conatitotion, and tho^ who enacted the early 
statutes on this subject were hard-mm^ men ; they had &lt, and therafore duly ap- 
preciated the evils of a paper medium ; they therefore sedulously guarded the cur- 
rency of the United States fiom debasement The legal qurrency of the United 
•States was gold and silver coin ;~this was a subject in reg^ to which Qbngress had 
run into no fi>lly. What then was the present evil ? Having a perfectly sound na- 
tional currency, and the gpviernment having no power in. fact to mate any thing, else 
current but gold and silver, there had growii up in different states a currency of paper 
issued by banks, setting' out with the promise to pay gold and s^ver, which they had 
been w^^y unable to redeem ; the coDsequraioe was, that there was a. mass of paper 
afloat, of perhaps fifty millions, whiph sustained no immediate relation to the legal 
currency of the country — a paper Which wiQ not enable any man to pay money he 
owes to his neighbor, or his debts to the goviernment — 'The banks had &sued more 
money than they could redeem, and the evil was severely felt He deoliood occupy- 
ing the time of the house to prove that there was a depreciation of the paper in circu- 
lation ; the legal standard of value was gold and silver ,* the relation of paper to it proved 
its state, and the rate of its depreciation. Oold and silver currency was the law of 
the land at home, and the law of the world abroad ; there could,, in die present state 
of the wopW,beno other currenoy. In. consequence of the immense paper issues 
having. banished specie from circulation, the government had been obliged, in direct 
violation of existing statutes, to receive tiie amount of their taxes in something which 
was not recognized by Jaw as 4he m«Hiey of the country, and which was, in &ct, 
^greatly depreciated. This was the evil. 

** As to the conduct of the banks, he would not examine whether the great advances 
they had made to the government during the war, were right or wrong in therb, or 
whether it was right or wrong in the government to accept them ; but sinde the peace, 
their conduct had been wholly unjustifiable, as also had thai of the Treasury in rehition 
to them. It had been supposed the banks would have immediately sold out the stocks, 
with which they had no business, and have fulfilled their engagements ; but public ex- 
pectati(»i had in this respect been disiippointed. When this happened, the government 
ought, by the use of ntoans in its power, to have compelled the banks to return to their 
specie paj/^nts. Any remedy, now to be applied to this evil, must be applied to the 
depreciated mass of paper i^elf ; it must be some measure which would give heat and 
life to thie( mortified mass of the body politic. The evil was not to be^ remedied by in- 
troducing a new paper circulation ; there could be no such tiling, he showed by a 
variety i^lUustration, as tvi^o media in pirculattoU, the one credited, and the other dis- 
credited. . All bank paper derives its credit solely from its relation to gold and silver ; 
and there was no remedy for the state of depreciation of the paper currency but, thel 
resumptions of specie payments. If all the property of the United States was pledged 
fyr the redemption 6f these fifly millions of paper, it would not thereby be brought up 
to par; or, if it did, that would happen which had never yet happened in any other 
country.. An issue of Treasury-notes would have no better effect than the establish, 
ment of a new bank paper. He illustrated this general position by referring to a 
period anterior to the time of the reformation of the coin of England, when the exist- 
ing coin had been much debased by clipping, && which had created much alarm ; an 
attempt had been made to correct the currency thus vitiated, by throwing a quantity 
1^ sound coin into circulation with the debased ; the result was, that the sound coin 
disappeared, was hoarded up, because more valuable than that of the same nominal 

value which was in general circulatifm.^* 

* * • ' « • « •♦ - « » 

*^Invregard to the ^an of this proposed bank, he would Consent to no bank whidi 
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toaUiiit«ntiiiidpiirp(NfitwuiiQia,tpecie,lMBk; and in that view he waa in fiKvw of 
the pptipoaed amendment HeezpreMedaome alarmattheitockfeatnreofthebank; 
whidi would enable and might induce the existing bank corporations to come forward 
and take op the whole stock of the National Bank. He shonld be glad to see a bank 
^•taUished, b» obaerred, in the course of hii remarks oo t^is point, which would com- 
niand the solid capital of the country. There were men of wealth and standing who 
wonld embark their funds in a bank constituted on commercial specie principles, but 
who would not aasociate in such an institution with the stockholders in the country, 
any more than a good currency would asaociate with a bad one. A National Bink 
ought to be regarded, not as the power to rectify the present^ state of the currenm^, 
but aa a means to aid the government in the exercise of it# power in this respect The 
power of the govemment must be exerciaed in aome way, And that speedily, or CTils 
would result the extent of which he would hot attempt to describe.*' j^ - 

■^ ■ - • 

The suggestions which Mr. Webster made in this same speech, 
predicting enormous subscriptions to the proposed institution for 
purposes of speculation merely, and out of all proportion to the 
real ability of the subscnbers, showed the sound statesmanlike fore- 
cast which has marked him through his whole political course, 
and were fully justified by the difficulties that occurred in conse- 
quence of thQm, in the -early history olF the bank. The bill, how- 
ever, having psissedy.and jbavine received the President's signa^ 
ture on the . 10th .April, Mr. Webster, who saw, indeed, at once, 
that it placed the bank substantially on the principle^ maintained 
in his i^esolutions of the preceding year, which defeated the project 
of a paper bank, saw no less quickly and clearly, that the peace 
had produced an important change in t^e influencia of the paper cur- 
rency of the country, and that no National Bank, however wisely 
managed, would alone be able to meet the increased and increasii^ 
evils of the case, or have power enough to restore unaided a 
sound anil safe circulating medium. The small depreoiated notes 
of the state banks south of New-England, he saw, still filled the 
land vnih their lothed intrusion ; and, what was worse, the rev- 
enue of the general government, receivable at the different cus- 
tom-houses, was collected in this degraded paper, to the great 
injury of the finances of the country, and to the still greater injury 
of the property of private individuals, who, in different states, 
paid, of course, different rates of duties to the treasury, according 
to the value of the paper medium in which it happened to be re- 
ceived. Mr. Webster foresaw the mischiefs that must follow 
from this state of things, if a remedy were not speedily applied* 
He, therefore, in the same month of April, 1816, introduced a 
resolution, th^. effect of which was, to require the revenue of the 
United States to be collected and received only in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States, or in bills equal to that currency in 
value. 

In stating the nature of the evil, after showing by what means 
the paper of the state banks south of New-En^and had become 
depreciated ; he says, — 

** What still fiirther increaaes the evil is; that this bank paper bein^ the iaane of 
very many institutions, situated in different parts of the oountry, and posaessin^ dif 
fetiot degrreea of credit, the depreciation has not been, and is not now, uniform 
throughout the United States. It ia not the same at Baltimore aa at Philadelphia^ 
Bor the same at Philadelphim aa at New- York. In New-England, the banks have 
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not itopped ptLjmsni in tpeqe, and of coorae their paper luui not been dop r cM iped «i 
alL But tne notes of banks which have ceased to pay specie, hAve nevertbelMp 
been, and stifl, are, received ^ duties and taxes in th^ places where such banks 
elist The consequence of all this is, tl>at the people of the United Statef pay their 
duties and taxes in currencies i of di^^reiit values, in difSsrent places. In other 
words^ ta±es. and duties are higher in some places than they are in others, by as 
inuch as the value of sfold and silver is greater than the value of the seveiral descrip- 
tioi^ of bank p&per which are reo<»ived by government. This difierence in relation 
to the paper of the District wliere we xiow are, is twenty.five per cent.' Taxes and 
dnties, jtherefbre, collected in Massachusetts, ure one •quarter higher than the taxes 
and duties which are collected, by virtuoof the same laws, in the District of Colum- 
bia." pp.2aa-4. ^ 

A little further on, after showing that if this state of things is 
not changed by the government, it will be, likely to change the 
government itself, he adds, — ' j 

^ ** It is our business to foresee this danger, and to avoid it There are some po- 
litical evils which Are seen as sopn as they are dangerous, and which alarn^ at once 
as wefl the ptople as the. government ' Wars and invasions therefore are not always 
the most certam destroyers of. national ^osperity . They come in no questionable 
shape. Th^y announce their own approach, and the general f^curity is prei»rved by 
the general aJarm. Not so with the evils of a debased coin, a depreciated paper cur- 
rency, or a depressed and felling public credit \; Not so with the plausible and insid- 
ious ipiscfaijpft of a paper-money system. These insinuate themselves in the shatw 
of facilities, aecommqdajtion, and rdie£ They hold out the most fallacious hope of 
im ea^ payment of debts, and a lighter burden of taxation. It is easy fed a portion 
of the people to imagine that government may properly continue to receive depre- 
ciated paper, because they have received it, and. because it is more convenient to 
obtain it than to obtain other paper, or specie. But on these subjects it is,, that gov- 
ernment ought to exercise its own peculiar wisdom and cauticm. It is supposed 'to 
possess, on subject* of tfaW ntttom, somewhat tiuate o£ forenght than EasTallen to the 
lot of individuals. It is bound to fi>resee tiie evil before every man feels it, and to 
tak« all necessary m^ttnirea to guard against it« although they may be measures 
attended with some difficulty and. not without temporary inconvenience. In my hum- 
ble judgment, the evil demands the immediate attentioii of Congress. It b not cer- 
tain, and in my opinion njot probable that it will ever cure itself; It is more likely 
to grow by indulgence, while the remedy which must in the.end be applied, will be- 
pome less efficacious by delay. 

** The only power which the general government possesseis/of resthdning the issues 
of the state banks, is to refuse their notes in the receipts of the treasmj. This power 
it can exercise now, or at least it can provide now fer exercising in reasonable time, 
because the currency of some part of the county is yet sound, an^d the evil is not 
universal. If it should become universal, who, that hesitates now, will then propose 
any adequate means of relief? ^ If a measure, like the bill of yesterday, or the 'reso- 
lution of to-day, can hardly pass h^re now, what hope is there that any €^cient mea- 
sures wiU be adoptee^ hereafWr 7'^ pp. 2$5-^» 

The doctrine of this speech 13 as important as i^ is true. A 
sound and uniform currency is essential, not only for the con- 
venient and safe management of the fiscal concerns of a govern^ 
ment; but, no less so, for the security of private property. It 
iS) ilideed, at once the standard and basis of all transfer and ex- 
change ; and, whenever the circulating medium has become much 
deranged in any country, it has been found an arduous, and 
sometimes a dangerous task, to restore it to a sound state. The 
effort almost necessarily brings on a conflict between the two 
great classes of debtor and creditor, into which every commu- 
nity is divided, — ^the creditor claiming the highest standard of 
value in the currency, and the debtor the lowest ; and the results 
of such a conflict have not unfrequently been found in changes, 
conyrulsions, and political revolution. From i^uch a conflict we 
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were laved in this country, by the defeat of the paper-currency 
bank proposed in 1814,— by the establishment of the present 
specie-paying bank, and by tne adoption of Mr* Webster's reso- 
lution, which was approved by th^ President on the 96th of 
April, 1816. 

And yet, notwithstanding all this ; — notwithstanding the long 
discussion about the first bank, whose charter was so deliberately 
aipproved and signed by Washington in 1791 ; notwithstanding the 
ame and thorough discussion of 1815 and 1816, which resulted in 
the estabUshment of the present bank,-7the child not so much of 
the policy as of the absolute necessities of the State ; notwith- 
standing too, that both banks have amply fulfilled the purposes of 
their establishment while the last has restored and still continues 
to us ^ sound currency, which we had lost by a refusal to re- 
charter the first ; — ^notwithstanding all this,, there are persons^ 
who, even now, stand ready to reject the whole .experience of 
the past, to give up a National Bank, and throw us back again 
into the disasters and conflicts of a fluctuating and degraded 
paper currency. Some jof these persons Kave, or seem to have, 
metaphyseal scruples about the constitutionality .of such an in- 
stitution. But, if th^ constitutionality of the Bank of the United 
States is not settled, what is ? It has been admitted and acted 
upoh by every administration which has been at the head of our 
affairs ; it has been twice elaborately discussed and decided by 
Congress, and received their sanction; and it has been repeatedly 
drawn into controversy in the courts of law, and as repeatedly 
recognized oii appeal by the highest tribunals of the country. In 
short, the three co-ordinate branches of our government, com- 
prising, of course, the whole of its powers and sanctions, have 
uniformly, for the spate of forty years, either silently sustained 
or directly asserted the constitutionality of the Bank of the 
United States* Is it, then, too much to say^ that there is not a 
citizen of our union, who holds a foot of land or a dollar of prop- 
erty, by a safer tenure and right, than the Bank of the. United 
States holds its chartered privileges ?* 

But, others, who admit fully its constitutionality, deny that isT a 
useful or valuable institution. How, then, stands this view of the 
easel Every secretary of the treasury has maintained, not 
merely its usefulness, but its absolute necessity tp the government ; 
and this two vnsest and ablest of them, Hamilton and Gallatin, 
who agreed in political opinion about little else, are found united 
on this cardinal point ; aiid no small portion of their respective 
reputations now rests on the distinguished ability with which ihey 
have defended it. Besides, is not the utility of the Bank. <^vioU8 
to every man, who will look abroad into the country fairly and 
independently? No sober man, we believe, can see, how the 
general govenunent, while there are twenty-four States, ivith un- 

* Since the above remarks were written, Mr. Madiaon*s admirable letter to Mr 
Ing^rsoII, dated June 2S, 1891, bas been pnblisfaed. It b marked witii all his pectt 
liar wisdom and power; and, we apprehend, pats at rest the questioa it dJacuanei. 
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jimitedpowers for creating Banks, can do common justice to its 
own amirs without a similar institution. Our revenue is collected 
by eight or nine thousand persons, scattered over our immense 
territory, who now remit it to the national treasury, by means 
o^ th^ 6ank of the United States, through a safe channel and in 
a' uniform and sound currency. But, what would become of It, 
if there were no such safe mecUum t The answer is plain. Each 
collector, of die eiffht or nine thousand, would then be left to his 
own discretion, and to the currency of the part of the country 
with which he may happen to be connected ; the revenue would 
be wasted aviray by losses in its tranmissions, and e^cially by 
losses in depreciated paper; and the different portions of the coun- 
try, paying different rates of duty to the government, from their 
different currencies, would, from this circumstance alone, be 
speedily brought into controversy and conflict AH this, too^is 
not only obvious- to every one, who wiD reason on the conse- 
quences of what is before his own eyes, but tb every one who 
will recall what has absolutely happened within his own rec<Jlec- 
tion. It is the state of things, into which we were actually brought 
no longer ago, than in 1814 — 1816, for want of a national Bank; 
and, out of which, the present B^nk and the treasury, acting 
under Mr. Webster's resolution of April 80, 1816, have, with 
great wisdom and with great difficulty, rescued us. The true 
question, therefore, so far as the lisefiilness of the Bank is con- 
cerned, is; whether, with our eyes' open and with full warfiing and 
experience of the consequences, we shall voluntarily plunge back 
again into the confusion, embarrassment, losses, and collisions 
arising from an unsound currency, out of which we have so re- 
cently escaped ? 

Some persons, however, have proposed a remedy for this, 
without resorting to a Bank. Jlestore, they say very coolly,— 
restore a metallic currency, and put doWn the State Baaks, and 
let all government transactions be carried on in gold and silver. 
This, to be sure, would be safe enough, though it wouId> undoubt- 
edly, be an inconvenient approximation to the institutions of Ly- 
curgus. But before we admit it to be a benefit, there are two 
questions to be settled : — first ; is it desirable to put ^own the State 
&inks? — and, second; is it pqssibk to restore a metallic cur- 
rency? Every practical and judicious man in the country, we 
believe, would answer both of then! in the negative. The State 
Banks, when wisely managed, are great public benefits, and, even 
when ill managed, the Stated cannot be prevented from establish- 
ing them, and vnll not give up the power to sustain them. And, 
as to a metallic currency, sH the legislation of aJl the ffoven>* 
ments in the country couki not introduce it, at a lesfs cost, man the 
iBHversal destruction of enterprise and industry. 

What, then, remains? Unquestionably we roust come back to 
the old and tried remedy of a National ^nk. It is the only power, 
which can, at the same time, sustain and assist the State Banks, 
when they ought to be upheld, and control them, when fliey 

C 
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threaten to become injurious from excessive issues; — exeroimg 
towards them, functions similar to those which the G^eral Gov- 
ernment exercises towards the States. This control, too, enjoys 
the immense advantage of having been tried and found at once 
kindly and safe in its operations. The whole people of the United 
States have been witnessina it They know it works well ; and 
that is all they require* While it continues, and continues under 
its present excellent and efficient management, the old difficuky 
of some States with a sound currency, and some with an unsouna, 
by i^hich a part of the citizens should pay their debts to the gov- 
ernment in good money and a part of them in money worth 20 
per cent less ; — ^this difficulty, and the vast mischiefs that neces- 
sarily follow it, cannot recur. But, take away the Bank, and this 
vast evil comes back of course. The people of ^the United States, 
however, we are persuaded, are not ready to offer this premium 
on the insolvency of States ahd State Banks, or to introduce the 
confficts between different portions of the' country, and the injury 
to industry and enterjMrise, that would belts speedy and inevitable 
consequence* . 

The question, therefore, must be, not whether my National 
Bank shall exist ;. but whether the present one shall be continued, 
or whether a new one shall be created. We are in favor of the 
continuance and re-chartering of the present Bank. For, in the 
first place, its mere existence; its wise and judicious manage- 
ment ; the great good it has done, and is doing, are all in favor 
of its continuance. We are all familiar with it, and know how it 
operates I we know, it is fulfilling the very purpose for which it 
was created, and that it is fulfilling them beneficially and effectu- 
ally. Why, then, destroy it 1 — In the second place, there would 
be not a little confusion, embarrasisment and injury to different 
interests, in the intermediate state between the operations of the 
old Bank and the new one ; — while winding up one concern and 
opening another ;~^and all, top, to change a machine which works 
well for one which has not been tried. And in the third place, 
the nation would sustain, at the same time, a severe and needless 
loss. For the government now, owns seven millions of st6ck in 
the present Baii, worth this dav^l30 for each •100- To destroy 
the present Bank is, to reduce the value of its stock to par ; — ^that 
is, so far as the 'nation is concerned, to sink $2,100,000 of na- 
tional property. But the new Bank may be able and willing to 
Sive the same bonus the present one would ; — say 81.500.000, so 
lat the absolute dead loss of this, part of the transaction will be 
$600,000. But then, on the other hand, by continuing the present 
Bank, the nation gains the 92.100^000 smd the bonus besides^ or 
three millions six hundred thousand dollars. The difference, then, 
between losing $600,000 and making $3.600.000 ; that is the sum 
of four miUicnSf two hundred thousand dollars^ is the least loss the 
nation will sustain, in a merely pecuniary point of view, by the 
change, as any bodv can understand who is acquainted with com* 
mon accounts. Ancl all this, too, in order to sulxstitute a machine. 
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whose operation has not been tried/ for on6 which w hum works 
well. '. . ; 

And what y^ould be gained, or what is proposed to be gained 
by a change, which shotild create a new Bankt Nothing but a 
new set ofstockholders. .And suppose the new stock to be givenr 
to exactly such favorites ds the administration, for the time being, 
might desire, or suppose it to be as much isubdivided sUs possible, 
ana to be catried into the smallest channels of private investment ; 
what would be th^ consequence ? Speculations would at once 
take place ; the stock would be sold and resold; and, just as surely 
as the principle of gravitation will bring water to its level, just so 
surely the new stock, like all similar property. Would find its way 
into the handa that have held the old ; — that is^ the hands of the cap- 
italists.. Thus we should end just as we began; though, probably, 
not until the Bank itself should have gone through the i^easonin^ of 
a good deal of mismanagement ; and certainly not until individual 

Eroperty should have been much injured, and four millions three 
undred thousand dollars of the money of the country sacrificed. 

But suppose the present Bank to be re.chartered,^shall any 
change be made in its chartered rights ? Some have thought, the 
States should have a share in its management. But why so 1 The 
United States have none in the management of the State Banks. 
The most important object of the United States* Bank is, to exer- 
cise a beneficial control over the currency, and thus prevent the 
State Banks from running into excessive issues of paper, and so 
degrading it and rendering it unsound. But many' of the State 
Banks, like those of Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolipa, are 
the exclusive, property of their respective States. Shall, then, 
these same States have power over the Bank of the United States ? 
It is absurd. The true principle undoubtedly is, to make tb6m, as 
far as possible, independent of each other ; and then they can act 
on each other only for the benefit of the community. 

This, in truth, is the point, upon which the whole question turns 
or ought to turn ;^ — ^What course in relation to the Bank of the 
United States is most for the Tbenefit of the community; for the 
benefit of the whol^ people? Certainly, nothing the national 
Legislature can do for the Nation, or give to it, or continue to it, 
is a more direct and important blessing to every individual it con- 
tains, than a sound currency. Wc have it now, we had it not in 
1816 and 1816. What lost it to us? The surrender of all control 
over it by the United States, when the reVchartering of the old 
Bank was refused. Wh^t restored it to us, and placed us where 
we now are ? The resumption and exercise of that control in 
1816. Why, then, are men found, who, with such facts as these, 
which no sophistry can mystify, and such a plain and bitter expe- 
rience which we air have felt;— why are there men, whp wish 
that all these fleets and all this experience should be lost upon us ? 
Let their consciences,^ their interests, and their passions answer. 

But, to return to Mr. Webster;— it was at this period, 1816, 
that he determined to change his residence, and, of course, to re- 



(20) 

tire» for a time at least, from puUic life. He had now liVed in 
Portsmouth nine years; and they had been to him years of great 
ha^qpiness in his private relations, and, in his relations to the coun- 
try, years of remarkable advancement and honor. But, in the 
disastrous fire, which, in 1813, destroyed a large part of that de- 
voted town, he had sustained 9^ heavy loss, which the means and 
opp(urtunities offered Inr his profession in New-Hampshire were 
not likdy to repair. He detemnned, therefore, to establidi him- 
adf in a larger capital, where his resources would be more am* 

Cle, and« i^ the summer of 1816, removed to Boston, where he 
as ever since resided. 

His object now was professional occupation, and he devoted 
himself to it for six or eight years exclusively, with unremitting 
assiduitv, refusing to accept office, or to^ mingle in political discus- 
sion. -His success corresponded to his exertions. He was al- 
ready known as a distinguished lawyer in his native state ; and 
the two terms he had served in Congress, had placed him, not- 
withstanding his comparative youth, among the prominent statesh 
men of the country. His rank as a jurist, in the seneral r^ard 
of the nation, was now no less speedily determined Like many 
other eminent members of the profession, however,, who have 
rarely been able to select at first what cases should be intrusted 
to them, it was not for him to arrange or determine the time and 
the occasion, when his powers should be decisively measured and 
made known. We must, therefore, account it for a fortunate ac- 
cident, though perhaps one of those accidents granted only to 
talent ^ like his, that tne occasion was the well-lknown case of 
Dartmouth College; and, we must add, as a circumstance no less 
fortunate, that the forum where he was called to defend the prin- 
ciples of this great cause, and where he did defend them so tri- 
umphantly, was that of the Supreme Court of the Ui^ked States, 
at Washington. 

There is, indeed, something peculiar in this grave national tri- 
bunal, especially with regard to the means and motives it offers to 
GaU out distinguished talent, and try and confirm a just reputation, 
which is worth notice. The judges themselves, selected from 
among the great jurists of the countiy, as above ignorance, weak- 
ness, and the temptations of potitical ambition, — with that vene- 
rable man at their head, who for thirty years has been the orna- 
ment of the government, and, in whose wisdom has been, in no 
small degree, the hiding of its powers— constitute a tribunal, which 
may be truly called solemn and august The advocates, too, who 
appear before it, are no less a chosen few, full of talent and skill, 
and eager with ambition, who go there from all the ends of the 
country, to discuss the gravest and most important interests both 

i)ublic and private,— to settle the conflicts between domestic and 
breign jurisprudence, or the more perilous conflicts between the 
authority of the individual state^ and that of the general govern- 
ment ;— in short, to return constantly upon the first great princi- 
ples of national and municipal adjudication, and take heed, that, 
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ifl^fttever is d^ermined siM rest onhron the deep and sutb fovsn- 
dations of truth, right, and law. Am, fiaaUy, if we tnra from, the 
beitichand the bar, to the audience whi<ih is cqBected around them, 
we shall find again much that is remarkable, and even imposing^ 
We «hall find, Siat, large as it is, it is gikthered together from a 
city not populous, where every thing, even the resources of fashion, 
must have a direct dependence on the operations of governinent; 
and where the seni^tors themselves, and the representatives of 
foreign powers, no less than the crov^ds collected during the ses« 
sion of Congress, by the solicitations of an enlightened curiosity, 
or of a strenuous indolence, can, after aU, discover no resort so 
fuU of a stirring interest ^nd excitement, as that of the Supreme 
Court, into whose arena such practised and powerful gladiators 
daily descend, rejoicing in the combat Taking it in all its con- 
nexions, then, we look upon this highest tribunal of the country, 
not only to be solemn and imposing in itself, but to be one of pe- 
culiar pov^r over the reputations of these jurists and advocates, 
who appear before it, and who miist necessarily feel themselves 
to be standing singularly in presence of the nation, represented 
there as it is, in almost every way, and by almost every class, 
from the fasliion and beauty lounging on the ^ofas in the recesses 
of the court-room, up to tne eager antagonists, who are impa^ 
tiently waiting their time to contend for the mastery on 8c«ne^eat 
interest or principle, and the judges who are ultimately to decide it 

Mr. Weostier nad already appeared onee or twice before this 
tribunal ;^-4>ut not in any cause which had called serioufiily into 
action the powers of his mind The case of Dartmouth CoU^, i 
however, was «ne' that might well tadc. the faculties of any man. | 
That institution, founded originally by charter from the long of 
Great Britain, had been in successful operation nearly half a cen* 
tury, when, in 1816, the Legidature of New-Hampsbire, frt>m 
some movements in paity poUtics, was induced, withoirt the con- 
sent of the college, to aniud its charter, and, by several acts, to 
give it a new incorporation arid name. The trustees of the col- 
lege resisted this interference ; and, in 1817, commenced an action 
in the state courts, which viras decided against them. A writ of 
error was then sued out b^ the original plaintifis, to remove the 
cause, for its final adjudication, to the Supreme Court of the United 
States ; and it came on there for argument in March, 1818. 

The court-room was excessively crowded, not only with a large 
assemblage of the eminent lawyers of the Union, but with many 
of its leading statesmen, — drawn there no less by the importance 
of the cause, and the wide results that wodd follow its decision, 
than by the known eloquence of Mr. Hopkinson and Mr. Wirt, 
both of v^hom were ei^gased in it Mr. Webster opened it, on 
behalf of the college. The question turned mainly on the point, 
whether the acts of tI;K& Legislature of New-Hampshire, in rela- 
tion to Dartmouth College, constituted a violation of a contract; 
for, if they did, then they were contrary to the Constitotion of 
the United States. The principles involved, therefore, virent to do- 



tennine the extent to which a legislature can exercise authority 
over the chartered rights of all corporations; and this of course 
gave the case an importance at thetime, and. a^value since, para- 
mount to that of almost any other in the bopib' Mr. Webster's 
argument is given in this volume at p. 110, et seq.; thatis^ we 
have thcfre the technical outline, the dry skeleton of it But those 
who heard him, when it was originally delivered, still wonder 
how such diry bones could, ever have lived tvith the power they 
there witnessed and felt He opened his cause,, as he- always 
does, with perfect simplicity in the general statement of its facts,; 
and then Went on to unfolcf the topics of his argument, in a lucid 
order, virhich made each position sustain every other. The logic 
and the law were rendered irresistible. But, as he adv^nci^, his 
heart warmed to the subject and the occasion. Thoughts and 
feelings, that had grown old with his best affections, rose unbid- 
den to his lips. He remembere4 that the institution he was de- 
fending, was the one where his own youth had been nurtured ; 
and the moral tenderness and beauty this gave to the gz:andeur of 
his thoughts; the v sort of religious sensibility it imparted to his 
urgent appeals and demands for thef stern fulfilment of what law 
B.na justice required, wrought up the whole ai^ience to an extra- 
ordinary state of excitement Many betrayed strong agitation ; 
many wei^o dissolved in teai/S. When he ceased to speak, ther^ 
was a perceptible interval before any one wias willing to break 
the silence ; and, when that vast crowd ^separated, not one person 
of ths whole number doidDted, that the young man who had that 
day so moved, astonished, and controlled them, had vindicated for 
himself a place, at the side of the first jurists of the cotmtry. 

Prom this period, therefore, Mr. Webster's attendance on the 
Supreme Court at Washington has been copstantly secured by re- 
tainers, ia the most important causes ; and the circle of his pro- 
fessional business, which has been regularly enlarging, has not 
been exceeded, if it has been equalled, by that of any other law- 
yer who has ever appearedin the national forum. The volume 
before us contains, indeed, few traces of all this. It contains, 
however, two arguments upon constitutional questions of great 
interest and wide results. One is the case of Gibbons vs. Ogden, 
in 1824, involving the question, hottr far a i^tate has authonty to 
^rant the exclusive right of navigating the tide-waters within its 
territorial limits; refusing that right to all persons belonging to 
other states, as well as to its own citizens. This question struck, 
of course^ at the great steam-boat monopoly granted by the state 
of New- York, from motives of public munificence, to Mr. Fidton, 
the admirable firstmover of that national benefit, and Chancellor 
Livingston, its early and adventurous pat^n. The case was ar- 
gued by Mr. Webster and Mr. Wirt against the monopoly, and by * 
Mr. Oakley and IVfr. Emmet for it; so that probaUy as much 
abiUty was brought into the discussion on each side, as has been 
called for by any single cause in pur judicisd annals. The result 
was, that tHe monopoly was declared, to be unconstitutional ; and 
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thus another great national blessing was obtained, hardly less im« 
portant than the origii^al invention, — ^that of throwing open the 
right of steam-navigation to the competition of the whole Union. 
There were circumstances which gave uncommon interest to 
this cause, mdependentjy of its great constitutional importance, 
and the wide consequences involved in it. It had been litigated, 
during a series of yearsj, in every form, in the state courts of New- 
Yoii, where the moriopolv had triumphed over all opposition. 
And it need hardly be said, that the state courts of New- York have 
inaintained as proud a r^utation- for learning, research, and tal- 
ent, as any in the Union. What lawver has not sat gladly at the 
feet of Chancellor Kent, and Chief Justice Spencer f And what 
state, in relation to her jurii^rudence, can so Doldly say — 

** Qu» regio in terris nortri nob plena laboris ?'* 

Mr. Webster's arguipent in the opening of this case, — which was 
closed with great power by the Attorney-General, Mr. Wirt,-r-fur- 
nishes, even in the meager outline still preserved, p. 17(^^184, a 
specimen of some of the characteristics of his mind. . We here 
see his clearness and downright simplicity in stating facts ; his 
acute suggestion and analysis of difficulties ; his peculiar powet* 
of disentangling complicated propositions, and resolving them into 
elements so plain, as to be intelligible to the simplest minds; and 
his wariness not to be betrayed into untenable positions, or to spread 
his forces over usdess.ground. We see him, indeed, fortifpng 
himself, as it were,, strongly within the narrowest limits of his cause, 
concentrating his strength, and ready at any moment to enter, like 
a skilful general, at all the weak points of his adversary's position. 
This argument, therefore, e^cially as it was originally pro- 
nounced in court, we look ypon, as a whole, to have been equally 
remarkable for depth and sagacity; for the choice and compre- 
hensiveness of the topics ; and for the power and tact exhibited 
in their discussion* Yet we are carried along so quietly by its 
deep current, that, like Partridge in Tom Jones, when he saw fear- 
rick act Hamlet, all seems to us so spontaneous, so completely 
without effort, that we are convinced, nay, we feel sure, there is 
nefither artifice nor mystery, extraordinary power nor genius, in 
the whole matter. But, to those who aire fomiliar with Mr. Web- 
ster, and the workings of his ^ind, it is well known, that, in this 
very plainhess; in mis earnest pursuit of truth for truth's sake, 
and of the principles of law for the sake of right and justice, tind 
in his obvious desire to res^ch them all by the most direct and sim- 

le means, is to be found no small part of the secret of his power. 

t is this; in fact, above every thing else, that makes him so prev- 
alent with the jury ; and, not only with the jury in court, but 
with the great jury of the whole people. * 

The same general remarks are applicable to his argument in the 
case of Ogden against Saunders, in 1827, which we notice now, 
out of the regular series of events, in order to finish at once the 
Utde we can say of his professional career as a lawyer. Th6 case 
to which we now refer, involved the question of the constitution- 
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^ty of state insolvejit l0.ws, when they purported to absolYe the 
{Mkfty from the obiigatlon of the coifiiracU as well as from persond 
imprisonmeniyOTk^jL'^cxAon. In a l^al and GOnstitutional poiirtof 
view, this has always beeo thought <w of IVtr. WjehsOter's ablest 
and most convincing arguments. With the oo$irt he was only 
half successful ; there being a remarkable diversity of opinion 
among the judges* But, taken, in conneisioo with the pinion d[ 
Chief Justice Marshall, delivered in the case, with ^Inch Mr. Web- 
ster's argument coincides, both in reasoomg and in condusion, it 
seems absolutely to have exhausted the wholerange of the discus- 
sion on that side, and to fiirnish all that luture inquirers can need 
to master the question. 

But, during the years we have just passed over, Mr. Webster's 
success was not confined to the bar.* In the year 1820-21, a 
convention of dele^ti^ was assembled in Boston, to revise die 
constitution of Massachusetts. As it was one of thqse primary 
assemblies, where no office disquaUfies frotan membership, a^(i as 
the occasion was one of the rarest importance, the talent and 
wisdom, the fortunes wi authority of that comm<»twiealth were, 
to a singular degree, collected in it l^e venerable John Adams, 
then above eighty-five vears old, represeiited his native vSiage; 
Mr. JiBtice Story, of the Supreme Court rf the United ^tes, 
was adelegate from Salem; Judge Davis, of the District Court 
of the United States, find the greater part of the judicial officers 
of the state, were there, as weU as a large number of the leading 
members of the Massachusetts bar, and a .still largea: number of 
its wealthiest or most pronunent land-holders and merchants. No 
assembly of equal digriky and talent wa>s ever collected in that 
commpnw^th. Mr. Webster was one of the xlelegates from 
Poston. What influence he exerted, or how beneficial, or how 
extensive it was, can be entirely known only there where it was 
put forth. But, if w& may judge from the important committees 
on which be sierved ; the prominent in^reiBts and individuals his 
duty called him occasionally to defend, to encpuntcr, and to op- 
pose; and the business-like air of his short remarks, which are 
scattered up and down through the whole volume of the « Journal 
of Debates and Proceedings" of this convention, published soon 
afterwards, we should be led to believ6, that, though .he was then 
biit a newly adopted cfaild.of Massachusetts, he had already gain- 
ed a degree of confidence, respect and authority, to which few 
in that ancient commonwealth could lay claim. The fruits of it 
allf in th)Q present vohime, are, a short speech on *< Oaths of Of- 
fice;" another on <'tfae removal of Judges upon the address of 
two-thirds of each branch of the Legislature ;" and a more am- 
ple and very powerful one on the ** Principle of representation 
in the Senate." They are all strong and striking; and it would 
be easy to extract somednng {rom each, characteristic of its 
author ; but we have not room, and must content oursdves with 
referring, for a specimen of the whole, to the remarks en the firee* 
schods of New-i!ngland, frosa the speech in the Senate, which 



vr% have already cited; adding merdly, that, to Ab remarkable 
speech of Mr. Websfer, and to another of great beauty and force, 
by Mr. Justice Story, was ascribed, at the time, a change in the 
opinions and vote of the oonventicMi, which, considering the imr 
portance of the subject, and the tong discussion it had undergone, 
was all but uiq)re(^e(iented.* 

While this convention: was still in session, a great anniversary 
came round at the norths The two hundredth year from the first 
landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, was completed on the ^2d 
of December, 182d ; and every man born in New-England, or 
in whoi^ veins stirred a drop of New-England blood, fdt that he 
had an interest in the eveQt it recalled, and demanded its grateful 
celebration. Preparations, thei*efore, for its commemoration, on 
the spot where it occurred, were made long beforehand ; and, by 
the sure indication' of the public will, and at the special invitation 
of the Pilgrim Society, Mr. Webster was summoned as .the man 
who shoiud go to the Rock of Plymouth, and tfa^re so speak of 
the centuries past, as that the centuries to come should stffl re- 
ceive, and heed his words. Undoubtedly he amply fulfilled the 
expectations that waited on this great occasi<n:i. His address, 
which opens the present volume^ is one of the gravest produc- 
tions it contains. He seems to feel that Ae grotmd on which he 
stands is holy ; and the deep moral sensibility, and even religious 
solemnity, which pervade many parts of this striking discourse, 
— ^where he seems to 6ave collected the experience of all the 
past, in order to minister warning and encouragement to all the 
future, — ^is in perfect harmony with the scene and the occasion, 
and produced its appropriate effect on the multitude elected, even 
at that inclement season, from the body of the New-England 
states, to ofier up thanksgiviftgs for their descent from the Pilgrim 
fathers. TRie effect, too, ait the time, has been justified by a wider 
success since; and the multiplied editions of the printed aiscourse^ 
while they have carried it into the farm4iouses and hearts of the 
New-England yeomanry, are at the same time insuring its pas- 
sa^ onward to the next generation, ahd the next, who may be 
weB satisfied, when the dame jubilee comes round, if they can 
leave behind them monuments equally imposihg, to mark the lapse 
and revolutions of ages. 

It would not be difficult to select eloquent passages from this 
discourse. We prefer, however, to take one containing what 
was dien a plain and adventurous prediction; but what is nov 
passing into history before our very eyes. We allude to the re- 
marks on the principle of th<e subdivision of property in France, 
as aflfecting the permanency of the French government, whicTi 
.Mr. Webster ventured to call in question, on the same general 
grounds, on which he undertook to prove the permanency of 
our own. 

** A most interesting experiment of the efS^ of a sabdiTision of property oo gov- 
emment, is now making in Franee. tt is understood, that die law regulating the 
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and the civil law ; and to preierre the patrimony of fiimiliea, without restricting the 
of disposing of one's property. The preservation of families is connected with. 



of property, in that oocmtry, now divides it, real and personal, among all r 
the ehildrent equally, both sons and daughters ; and that tfiere is, also, a very great 

restraint on the power of making dispositions of projperty by will. ' It has been snp- ^ 

posed, that the effects of this might probably be, in tiine, to break' iip the soil into r 
such small silbdivisions, that the proprietors would be too ^r to resist the encpoacfap 

ments of executive power. I think f^ otherwise. What is lost in individual wealth, ^ 

will be more than gained in numbers, in intelligence, and in a .symi>athy ^ senti- ^ 

ment I^ indeed, only one, or a few landholders were to resist tlie crown, like the J 

hamoB of Ekigland, they must, of course, be grisat and powerful landholders with |^ 
multiiades of retainers, to promise success. But if the proprietorn of a giVen extent 

of territory are summoned to resistance, there is no reason to believe that such resist* ' ^ 

ance would be less forcible, or less successful, because the nuinber of such proprietors C] 

should 1)e great Each would perceive his own importance, and his own interest, and ^ 

would feel that natural elevation of character which the consciousness of property in- li 

spires. A commop sentiment would unite all, and -numbers v^oold not only add * ^ 

staength, but excite cAtbusiasm. It is true, that France possesses a vast military ' 6] 

ferce, under the direction of an Hereditary executive govemnyent, and militalrv power, ; q! 
It is possible, may overthrow any government ' It b in vain, however, in this period 

of the world, to look fer security against military power, to the arm of the great tamd- ^ 

holders. That notion u derived from a state of things long since past; a state in I 

which a feudal.baron, with his rfetainers^ might stand against the sovereign, who was ^ t|) 

himself but the greatest baron, and his retainers. But at present, what could the j^ 

richest landholder do, against one regiment of disciplined troops ?• Other securities, ^ 

therefere, against the prevalence of military power must be provided. Happily fer us, r 

we are not so situated as that any purpose of national defence reqiiires, ordinarily and it 
constantly, such a military force as might seriously endanger bur liberties. 

** In respect, however, to the recent Taw of succession in France, to which I have 
alluded, / toouitf, presumplttOtfsZy, verAapt, hazard a antjecture^ that if the government 

do not change the laie, the law, in half a century , wiU change thegovemmetU; and that r^ 

this change vfUl be not in favor of the power rf the crown, as. tome European writero jg^ 

hone iuppooed, hut againot it Those writers only reason upon what they think cor- j |. 

rect general principles, in relation to this subject They ackpowledge a want of ex- • '^^ 

perience. Here We have had that experience ; and we know that a multitude of de 

small proprietors, i^ng with intelligence, and that enthusiasm which a common nj. 

cause inspires^ constitute not only a Mrmidable, but an invincible power.** pp. 47-^. ^ 

In less than six years from the lime -when this statesmanlike ^ 

prediction was made, the King of Fra;nce, at the opening of the ^ 

Legislative Chambers, thus strangely and portentously echoed it, tor 

** Legislation ought to provide* by successive improvements, fer all the wants of ^ 

society. The progreseive partitioning of landed eetatee essentially contrary to ^ i 

spirit of a monarchical government would enfeeble the guarantees which (he charter ^ 

has' given to my throne aind to my subjects. Measures will be propodisd to voUr gen. l 

tiemen, to establish the consistency which ought to exist between the political law u 
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liberty 

and afferds aguarai^tee to political stability, which is the first wa^t of states, and ^ 

which. is especially that of France afler so many vicissitudes." I 

But th^ discovery came too late. The foundatiohs, on which to J 

build or sustain the cumbrous system of the. old monarchy, were | 

already taken away; and the events of the last summer, while S 

they would almost persuade us, that the ** Attendant Spirit'* so • 
boldly givep by the orator in this very discourse to one ,of the 

great founders of our govertiment, had opened to him, also, on the j 

Rock of Pljonouth, " a vision of the future ;"* — ^these events, we I 

say, can leave little doubt in the mind of any man, that the speaker | 

himself may live long enough, — as God grant he may I — ^to wit- ^ 
ness the entire fulfilment of ms own eitraordinary prophecy, and 

— . :— 1 > — I 

* See the beaotiful panage respiwtingthfi fertuneand the life of John Adams, at p. 44. 



( w ) 

to see the French peofde erecting for themselves a sureand sti^ 
governinent, suiteato^the foundation, on which alone it can now 
rest/ ■ . ■ ^ • 

In 1825, Mr. Webster was called to interpret the feeling of 
New-England, on another great festival and anniversary. Fifty 

J rears frpm the day, when the grave drama of the American Revo- 
ution was.opened with such picturesque solemnity, as a magmfi- 
cent show on Bunker's Hill, witnessed by the whole neighboring 
city and country, clustering by thousan(& on their steeples,^ the 
roofs of their houses, and the hill-tops, and waiting with unspeaka- 
ble anjciety the results of the scene that ws(s passing before their 
eyes, — fifty years from that day, \t was determined to lay, with 
no less solemnity, the corner-stdhe of a monument worthy to com- 
memorate its importance. An immense multitude was assembled. 
They stood on that consecrated srk)t, with only the heavens over 
their heads, and beneath their teet the bones of their fiithersi 
amidst the visible remains of the very redoubt thrown up by 
Prescott, and defended by him to the very last desperate extrem- 
ity;* and with the names of Warren, Putnam, Stark, and Brooks, 
and the other leaders or victims of that great day, frequent and 
familiar on their jips. In the midst of such a scene and with such 
recoUectioJis, starting like the spirits of the dead from the very- 
sods of that hill-side, it may. well be imagined, that M^ords like the 
following, addressed to a vast audiencCj^-r-composed in no smalt 
degree' of the survivors of the battle, their children, and their 
grandchildren, — ^produced an effect, which o^ly the. hand of death 
can efface.* 

** We know, indeed, that thci record of iDastrioaB actions ia most safe! j deposited in 
the universal remembranooof nuUilcind. ^ We know; that if we coluld caOse this strac 
ture to ascend, not only till it reached the skies, but till it pierced them, its broad 
surfaces could still contain bnt part of that, which, in an ag« of ^^nowledge, hath al- 
ready been spread o?er the earth, and which history charges itself with making 
known to alliuture times. We know, that no inscription on entablatures less broad 
than the earth itself) can carry information of the events we commemorate, where it 
has not ahready eone; and that no structure, which shall not outlive the dtu*ation of 
letters and knovdedge among men, can prolong, the memorial. But our object is, by 
this edifice, to show our own deep* sense of the value and importance of the achieve- 
ments of our ancestors ; and, by presenting this work of gratitude to the eye, to keep 
alive similar sentiments, and to foster a constant regard for the principles of the 
Revolution. Human beings are composed not of reason only, but of imagination also, 
and sentiment ; and that Is neither wasted nor misapplied which is appropriated to 
the purpose of giving right direction to sentiments, and opening proper springs o£ 
feelinpf in the heart Let it ncft be supposed that our object is to perpetuate national 
hostility, or ^ven to cherish a mere mititary spirit It is higher, purer, nobler. We 
consecrate our work to the spirit of national independence, and we wish that the light 
-■ .11. ■ I , ■ I ■ ' ■ ■ I ' ... .. . 

* In an able artide on the battle of Banker's Hill; which is found in the North 
American Review, 1818|, YII. 325^25^, and is understood to have been written by 
Mr. Webster, he s&ys^** IKI truth, if there was an/ commander-in-chief in the ac- 
tion, it was Prescott From the fest breaking of the ground to the retreat, he acted 
the most important part ; and if it were now proper to. give the battle a nune from any 
distinguished agent in it, it shouM be called, ,Prascott*s batUe.'* We have no idonbt 
this is but an exact measure of justice to one of those who hazarded all in oar involu- 
tion, when the hazard waM the greatest The whole review ia stroilg, and no one 
herekfler can write the history of the period it refers t^ without consuUing it The 
ppening description of the battle is beautiful aUd picturesque. 
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«f p0iee mar ftat i^mo it ftr^vcf. We reur a teemorUl of Mr eonvietien of dial 
uniDdasiired Mnefit, which haa bs^n oonierred oo owrowii land, and (^ the happj m- 
fluenoei, which have been produced, by the same eventSt on the general intereata of 
mankind. We oome, as ^ericans, to mark a spot, which miut fiur ever be dear to 
\m and our poeterity. We^ wish, that whoedeTer, in all coming tinio, shall ttim^ his 
^ye hither, may behold that the place is not nndistintfiliihedj where 4he first -gTisat 
battle of the Revolution was fought We wiah, that this, structure ^iiay pri^m the 
magnitude and importance of that event, to every^ class ^4 cver^ age. We wish, 
that infaB<r^ may learn the pnrpo^ of its erection from maternal hpe, and that weary 
and withered age may behold it« aiid be solaced by the reeoUeetioos which it sof. 
rats. We wish, that labor may look up here^ and be jHVHCid, in the midst^of its toiL 
We wish, that, in those days of disaster,' which^ as they Come on all nations^ most be 
expected to ooiDe on us also, desponding patriotism may turn its eyes hitherward, and 
bo assured that the foundations of our nalionai power still stand strong. . We wish, 
' that, this column, rising towards heaven among the pointed spires of ^ao many temples 
dedicated to God, may contribute also to produce, in all minds, a pious feeling of de- 
pendence and gratitude. We wish, finally, that the last object on the sight of hhn 
who leavea his native shore, and the first to gladden his who tevisits it, may be some, 
thing which shall remind him of' the liberty and th^ gfery of hia oount^. Let it 
rise, till it meet the sun in his coming ; let the earliest light of the morning: gild, it, 
and parting day linger and pla^ on its summit.** pp. 58-9. 

' ' . * 

The last formal address delivered bv Mr. Webster on any great 
public occasion, was unexpectedly called from him in the summer 
of 1826, in commemoration of the services of Adams and Jeffer- 
son ; — an occasion so remark^ble^ that what was said and felt on 
it, will not pass out of the memories of the pi^esent generation. 
We shall, therefore^ onlv make one short extract ifrom Mr. Web* 
ster's address at Faneuii Hall — ^the description of the peculiar elo- 
quence of Mn Adams, in giving which, the speaker becomes, 
himself, a living example of whatlie describes. 

** The eloquence of .Mr. Adams . resembled his general character, and formed, in- 
deed, a part of it^ It wasliokl, manly, and ^nerg&c ; uid such the crisis required. 
When public bodies are to be addressed ontnomentous occasions, when great interests 
are at stake, and strong passions excited, nothing is valuable, in speech, farther than 
it is connected with high intellectual «n<l moral endowments. Clearness, fiuroe, and 
earnestness are the qualities which produce conviction. True ek)quence, indeed, does 
not coi^sist in speech. It cannot be lirougfat from fiu-. ' Xjabor and learning may toil 
for it, but they will toil in vain. Words and pfajraaoi may be marshalled in every 
way, but they cannot compass it It must exist in tho man, in the subject, and in the 
occasion. - .ASected passion* intenJBe expression, the ^mp' of declamation, all may 
a^ire after it— thoy cannot reach it It comes, if it come at all, like the outbreaking 
of a fountain from the earth, or the bursting forth of vdcanic firee, with spontaneous, 
original, native force. The graces taught m the schools, the costly ornaments, and 
studied contrivances of Ispeech, shock and disgust men, whea their own lives, and the 
fkte of ^leir wives, their children, and tb^r country, hang on the decision of the hour. 
fThen Words have lost thieir power, rhetoric is vain, and all -elaborate oratory con- 
temptible. Even genius itself then feels rebuked, and subdued, as in the presence of 
higher qualities. T)ien, patriotism is eloqt»nt; then sel^devetion is eloquent The 
clear conception, outrunning the deductions of Iqgic, the hirik purpose, the firm re- 
solve, the dauntless spirit^ speaking on the tongue, beaming from the eye, infivmmg 
ever^ feature, and urging the whole^ man onward, ri^t onward to his object— thb, 
this 18 eloquence ; or rathe^ it is, something greater and higher thui all ekqaence* it 
is action, noble, sublime, god-like action.** Page 8i. 

During a part, .however, of the period, over which we have thus 
very slightly passed, Mr. Webster was again in public life. He was 
electa to represent the city of Bostoii, in the seventeenth (Congress, 
and took his seat there in December, 1823. Early in the session* 
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lie preseiKted a resolution ia favor of appointing a commimpiier 
or. agent to Greece; and the resolution bein^ taken up on the 
l&th. of January following, Mr. Webster delivered the speech^ 
Which usually passes under the ^ame of 'Vthe Greek ^)eech>** 
His object^ however, in presenting the resolution, did not seem, at 
first, to be well understood. It was believed, that, seeing the ex- 
istence of a warm public ilympathy for the sufiering Greeks, and 
solicited by t^ie attractions of the subject itself, and of the classi- 
cal associations- awakened by it,.his object was to parade a few 
sentences and figures, and so make an oration or harangue, which 
might usher him, with some iclcU, k second time, upon the theatre 
of public aJSairsf. The galleries, therefore, were thronged with a 
brilliant and fashionable audience. But the crowd was destined 
to be disa{q)ointed ; — Mr. Webster, after a graceful and conciliat- 
ing introduction, in which he evidently disclaimed any such 
Eurpose, addressed himself at once to the subject, and made, what 
e always makes, a powerful, but a downright business speech. 
His object, instead of being the narrow one suggested for him, 
was apparent, as he advanced, to be the broadest possible. It was 
nothing less, than to take occasion of the Greek revolution, and 
the conduct pursued in regard to it by the great continental powers, 
in order to exhibit the prmeiples laid down and avowed by those 
powers, as the basis on which they intended to maintain the peace 
of Europe. In doing this, he went through a very able examina- 
tion of the proceedings of all the famous Congresses, beginning 
with that of Paris, in 1814, and coming down to that of Laybach, 
in 1821 ;^he principles of all which w^re, that the people hold 
their fundamental rights and privileges, as ^matter of concession 
and indulgence from the sovereign power ; and that all sovereign 
powers have a right to interfere and control other nations, in 
th^ir desires and attempts to change their own governments:— 

> Th<e nlCimate effect of this alliance of 9oyerei|rii8, for objects penonal to them- 
selves, or respecting only tbe permanency of their own power, must be the destrac- 
tion of all, jost feeling, and all natural sympathy, between those who exereisi^ tlM 
power of government, and those who are subject to it The old channels of mutual 
regard and confidence are to be dried np, or cut o^. Obedience can now be expected 
no'lon|ferthan it is enfbroed. Instead of rel^inr on the affections of the governed, 
sovereijgns are io^ rely on the affections and ihendship of other sovereigns. 71ieir{are, 
in short, no longer to be nations. Princes and peo{^Ie~ no longer are to unite for inter- 
ests common to them both. There is to be an end of all patriotism, as a distinct na- 
tional foeling. .^Society is to be divided horizontally; all sovereigns above, and all 
sul^ects below ; the former coalescing for their own security, and for the more cer- 
tain subjection of the undistinguished multitude beneath.** Page 249. 

But, as he says afierwards,^ — 

** This reasoning mistakes the age. The time has been, indeed, when fleets, and 
armies, and subsidies, were the principal reliances even in the best cause. But, hap. 
pily for mankind, there has arrived a great change in this respect Moral cansies 
come into consideration, in proportion as the progress of jmowledge is advanced; and 
the pu^ic opinion pf the civilized world is rapidly gaining an ascendency over mere 
brutal force. It is already able to oppose the most formidable obstruction to the, pro- 
jrress of injustice and oppression ; and, as it grows more intelligent andmore intense, 
It win bQ more and more formidable. It may be silenced by ibilitary power, but it 
canaolbe conqaeredi It is eloBtie, irrepreisihle, and invabieialble to the weapoof cf 
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u f JiMUj f wwftfe. It is. tint impMoUo, uneitiDgQiBfaiUe OMmyof men tialeM* 
■ad ubtCrvj nil«, wllich, like Milton's angels, 

* VitW in every part, . ' ; 

Cannot, bat.by annihilating, die.* 

^ Vn^ this be propitiated o^ satisfied, i^ is Tain for power to talk either of trramphs 
or of repose. No matter what fields are desoilatad^ what fortresses surrendered, what 
armies subdued, or what proTinces OTernm* In the history c^the jearihat has passed 
by OS, and in the instance of unhappy Spain, we have seen the ranity of aO triumphs, 
in a caose which violates the general sense of justice' of the civilised world. It is 
nothing, that the troops of France have passed fVom the P^enees to Cadiz; it is 
nothing that an onhappy and prostrate nation has .iallen befi)re them ; it is nothing 
that arresta, and canfiscation, and elocution, sweep away the little remnant of national 
resistance. There is an enemy that stiU exists to check the glory of these triumphs. 
It ibUows the oonqiieror back to the te^ scene of his ovations ; it calls upon him to 
take notice that Europe, though silent, u yet indignant ^ it shows him that the scep- 
tre of his victory is a^wirren soepl^e ; t^t it shall confer neither joy nor honor, but 
shall moulder to dry ashes in his grasp. In the midst of his ezuluition, it pierces his 
ear with the cry of"^ injured justice, it denounces ligainst him the indignation of an 
enlighteDo^ and civilized age ; it turns to bitterness the- cup of his rejoicing, and 
wounds him with the sting which belongs to the consciousness of having outraged 
the opinion of mankind 

** In my own opinion, Sir, the Spanish nation is now nearer, not only in point of 
time, but m point of circumstsjioe, to the acqubition of a regulated goVemment, than 
at the mommit of the French invasion. Nations must, no donbt,.undergo these trials 
in their progress to the establishmient of free institutions. The very trials braefit 
them, and render them more capable both of obtaining and of enjoying the object 
which^ they seek.** PageSSd. . 

How completely does the mighty drama now passing before onr 
eyes on the great theatre of Europe, justify these bold and saga- 
cious predictions ! A great revolution has just taken place in 
France, and ia distiliguished prince, out of the regular line of suc- 
cession, has beeri invited to the throne, <m condition of governing 
according to the constitutibn prescribed by the representatives of 
the popular will. Belgium is doing the same thing. Devoted Po- 
land has attempted it Italy is in confusion, — and Germany dis- 
turbed and uneasy ;^— so that, it seems already no longer to be in 
the power of any conspiracy of kings or congresses, to maintain 
permanently in Western Europe, a government not essentiallv 
founded oh free in^itutions and principles. We will Only add, 
that Mr. Webster has, on hardly ^ny other occasion, entered into 
the discussion of European politics ; and the consequence has 
been, that, if this speech has found less favor at home than some 
of his other efforts, it is one, that has brought him great honor 
abroad ; since, besides being printed wherever the English tongue 
is spoken, it has been circulated through South America, and pub- 
lished in nearly every one of the civuized languages of Europe, 
including the Spanish and the Greek. 

In April, 1824, he took a part in the great discussion of the tariff 

Juestipn ; and his speech oh that occasion, as well as the one he 
elivered on the same subject in May,1828, are both given in the 
volume before us. But tli^ whde matter is so fresh in the recol- 
lections of the community, and Mr. Webster's constant defence 
of a tariff adapted to the general interests of the country, en- 
couraging alike the cause of American manufactures and the in- 
terests of commerce, are so well known, from the first tariff of 
1816, to the present moment, diat it cannot be needful to speak 



of them. We would remark, however» that, in the speech of 1834, 
two md>ject8 are discussed with great ability ;^-the doctrine of ex« 
change, sCnd tlbe balanceof trade. Both of them had been drawn 
idlo controversy in Congress, on previous occasions^ quite fre- 
quently:, calUng fordi alternately '* ah infinite deal of nothmg," and 
the crudest absurdities ; but, frotn the perknlof this thoroimi and 
state«nanlike examinatioii of diem, they have, we believe, hardlv 
been heard of 4n oither house. The great points involved in bom 
of them, have been considered as settled. 
/ We have thus far spoken of Mr. Webster almost entirely as a 
public oraitor and debater,- or as a jurist But there is another 
point of view, in which he is less known to the nation, but no less 
valued at Washington. He has few equals in the diligence of the 
Committee-rooms. Reputation iii and out of Congress,' is, in this 
respect, very differently measured. Nothing is more .ccmimon in 
either House tfaaii modera:tely good speakers, prompt in common 
debate, and sufficiently well insti'UQted iiQt to betray themselves 
into contempt with the public: Because they can speak and do 
speak f and especially because they speak often and vehemisnlfyf 
they obtain a tranuent credit abroad for far more than they are . 
worth, and far more than they a;re, at last, able to maintain. It 
may, indeed, be said, as a general truth, that those who speak most 
frequently in Congress are least heeded, and least entitled to dis- 
tinction. Members of real ability speak rarely ; and, when they 
do speak, it is from the fullness of their minds^ after a carefid con- 
sideration of, the; subject, and with a deference for the body they 
address, and'^a regard to the public service, which does not permit 
them to occupy more time tnan the development of their subj^t 
absolutely, requires. They are, therefore, always heard with at- 
tention and respect ; and often with the conviction, that. they may 
be safely followed. 

But there is another class in Congress, less known to the public 
at large, and yet whose services are lieyond price. We. speak 
now cf those excellent men, who, as chairmen and members of 
the committees, in the retired comers of the cajHtol, are doing the^ 
real business of legislation, and giving their days and nights to 
maturing schemes of wild policy and just relief; men who are 
content, week after week, and month after month, to [Sacrifice 
themselves to the negative toil of saving us from the follies of in- 
discreet, meddlesome, and icnoraiit innovators, or from the more 
presumptuouls purposes of mose who would make legislation the 
means of furtibering and gratifying their own- private, unprinci- 
pled ambition. Such business-menr-r-who should be the heads of 
the working party, if such a party should ever be formed, — are 
well understood within the wails of Congress. They are marked 
by the genersil confidence that follows them; and when thev 
speak, to propose a measure, thi^ are listened to; nay, it may al- 
most be said, they are obeyed. - . 

Mr. Webster has long been known as an efficient labored in 
these noiseless toils of tte committee-rooms and of practical leg- 
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idation; aiid we owe to his hand aqt a few important imprcnrd' 
ments in ouf laws. The most remarjcabie is^ probably^ die 
Crimes*Act of 1826, which, in twenty-six sectioiqis, did so much 
for the criminal code of the country. The whole subject, when he 
approached it, was full of difficulties and deficiencies. The law 
in relation to it remained substantiaUy on the foundation of the 
first great Aet of 1790, c}i. 36.' That act, however, though de- 
serving praise, as a first attempjt to meet the wants of the country, 
was entirely unsuited to its condition, and de^ient in most iin- 
portant particulars. Its defects, indeed, were so ntimerpus^ that 
half the most notorious crimes, *wlffin committed where the gen* 
eral government alone could have cognisance of them, were left 
beyond the reach of human law and. punishment ; — ^rape, burdary, 
arsqn and other malicious burnings in forts, arsenals, and nght- 
house establishments^ tpgether with many other offences, being 
wholly unprovided for. Mr. Webster's Act, which, as a just 
tribute to his e^^ertions^ already bears his name, cures! these gross 
defects, besides a multitude of others; and it v^as well known at 
the time, that he wished to go much further, and give a compe- 
tent system to the country on the whole criminal code, but was 
deterred by the danger of failure, if he attempted too much at 
once. Ii!;ideed, the difficulty of obtaining a patient bearing for 
any bill of such /complexity and extent, is well understood in Con- 
gress; and it is not, perhaps, an unjust reproach upon our na- 
tional legislature to confess, tha!t even the most experienced states- 
men are rarely able to cany through any great measure of pure- 
ly practical improvement Temporary projects, and party strifes, 
and private claims, and individual jealousies, and, above dl, the 
passion for personal display in eVjerlasting debate, offer .obstacles 
to thet success of mere patriotism and statesmanship, which are 
all but insurmountable. Probably no man, at that time, . but iir. 
Webster, who, in addition to his patient habits of labor in the 
committee-room, possessed the general confidence of the House, 
and hafl a persevering address and promptitude in answering ob- 
jections, could have sucpeeded in so signal an undertaking. Sir 
Samoel RomiUy and Mr. Peel have acquired lasting and merited 
reputations ill England for meliorations of their criminal code. 
But they had a wming audience, and an ^ager support Mr. Web- 
ster, without either,, effected as Hduch in, his Crimes- Act of 1825, 
as has been effected by any single effort of these ^statesmen, and 
is fairly to be ranked with thenri among tho^ benefactors o/ man- 
kind, who have enlightened the jurisprudence' of their country, 
aiid nhi^de it at once more efficient ^and more humane. 

At the same session of Congress, the great question of internal 
improvements came up, and was yehemendy discussed in Janu- 
ary» on the appropriation made for the western national road. 
Mr. Webster defended the principle, as he had already defended 
it in 1816; and as he has defended it constahdy since, down to 
the last year and the last session, without, so far as we have seen, 
receiving any sufficient answer to the positions he took in debate 



CHU these memorable occasionisL Perhaps the doctrihe he has so 
uniforaily^maintained on this subject, is less directly favorable to 
the intelrests pf the northern than of the western sts^tes ; but it was 
high-toned and natipnal throughout, ahd seems in no degree to 
have impaired the favor with which he was regarded in New- 
England. At aiiyrate, he was re^fected, with sinmilar iman- 
imity^ to represent the city of Boston in the nineteen^ Congress, 
and took his s^at there anew in December, 1826. • ^ 

In both sesiSion» (rf this Congress, important subjects werd dis- 
cussed, and Mr. Webster bore an important part in them^ but we 
can now only suggest one or two of them. As chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, he introduced the bill for enlarging die 
number of judges of the Supreme Court of the United States. His 
views in relation to it are contained in the remarks he made on 
the occasion, and h?id great weight with the House ; but the bill 
was afterwards lost through an amendment of the Senate. So, 
too, on the question of the -Panama mission, involving the points 
that were first moved: in 1796 in the House of Representatives, 
on occasion of thte British Treaty, Mr. Webster has left on record 
his opinionsf doctrines, and feelings, in a speech of great beauty 
aind power, which will always be recurred to, whenever the* right 
of the House of Representatives to advise the executive in rela- 
tion to the maaiagement Of foreign missions may come under dis- 
cussion. But iXre are compeHed to abstain from any further no- 
tice of them both, by want of room. 

In 1^6, he had been elected, we believe, all but unanimously, 
to represent the city of Boston, in the House of Representatives; 
but, nefore he took hijs seat, a vacancy having occurred in^ the 
Senate, he vms chosen to fill it by the Legislature of Massachu- 
setts, of which, a great maiority in both its branches, besides the 
council and the governor, belonged to the old .repuUican party 
of the country. He ^as chosen, too, under circumstances which 
showed how completely his talents and lofty national bearing had 
disarmed all political animosities, and how thoroughly that com- 
monwealth claimed him as her own, and cherished his reputation 
and influence as a part' of her treasures. There was no regular 
nomination of him from any quarter, nor any regular opposition ; 
and he received the appointment by a sort of generalconsent and 
acclamation, as if it were given with pride and pleasure, as well 
as with unhesitating confidence and respect. 

How he has borne himself in the Senate during the four ses- 
sions he has sat there, is known to the whole country* No itoan 
has been found tall enough to overshadow Jiini ; no masi has been 
able to attract from him, or to intercept firom him, the constant 
regard of the nation. He has been so consmcuous, so prominent, 
that whatever he has done, and whatever he has said, ha& heen 
watched aijd understood throughout the borders of the land, 
almost as familiarly and thoroughly as it has been at Wash- 
ington. 

out though the eyes of all ha v^ thus been fastened on him in 

£ 
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such a way, Ihat nothing rdating to him cdn have escaped their 
notice, th^ is yet one occaaioD, where he attracted a kind and 
degree of attention, which, as it is rarely given, is so mucl^ the 
more honorable when it is obtained. We refer now, of course, 
to' the occasioh, when, in 1830, he overthrew^ the doctrines of 
nullificatipn. Undoubtedly, in one ^nse of the word, Mr. Web- 
ster was taken coiiripletely by surprise, i^hen these doctrines, for 
the first time in the history of the country, were announced in 
the Senate; since he was so ^far from any particular preparatibn 
to meet or answer them, that it was almost by accident he was 
in his place, when they were so unexpectedly, at least to him and 
all his friends, brought forth^ In another and better sense of ^e 
phrs^, he wasnot taken by surprise at all; for the time was already 
long gone by, when, on any great question of national interest 
or constitutional principle, he could be taken unprepared or un- 
armed. We mean by mis^ that the discussion of the most imporr 
tant points in ttie memorable debate alluded to, came on incident*^ 
ally; or rather that these points were thrust forward by a few 
individuals, who seemed predetermined to proceed, under cover 
of them, to the.ultimate limits of personal and party violence. 

But the discussion of these doctrines, though new and strange 
in Congress, and brought on unexpectedly tx) their adversaries,. 
was nothing new elsewhere. In some . portionsf of the southern 
country, and especially in South Carohna, the doctrines of nxilii- 
fication, connected, of course, moris or less \vith the thought of a 
separation from the Union,, had been, for nearly two years, 
familiar to the people. As far as this movement can be traced 
by any authentic documents* it may/be found to have originated 
in. two meetings. holden by the South Carolina delegation in Con- 

fre^s, at General Hayne's lodgings in Washington, in May, 1828. 
'rom the correspondepce and statements pubhshed in relation to 
these meetings, oy Mr. Mitchell, General Hayne himself, Mr. 
Martin, Col. Drayton, Major Hamilton, and Mr. Carter,' aB of 
whom were present, it appear^ certain, that they, or most of 
theiQ, had already endeavored in vain to unite the diffchrent dele- 
gations of the .southern states in 3uch a protest against the tariff, 
then recently passed, as was deemed desirable; and that they 
now met by themselves to devise some other effectual means of 
oppositipn; — ^that Major Hamilton^ was with difficulty prevented 
by his coUeagues from the ras^i step of vacating his seat in Con- 
gress, and maintained that South Carolina comd defend herself 
successfully against the Union; — ^that Mr. McDiiffie believed a 
dissolution^ of me Union inevitable, if the prohibitory system were 
the settled policy of the country; and that he did not doubt the 
ability of South Carolina to sustain herself; — ^and that there was 
a conversation as to the effects which would be produced by a 
dissolution of the Umon ; — ^to all which Col. Drayton opposed 
himself, and the meetinRs^ broke up re infecUu Mr. Mitchell 
chi^rges these dangerous doctrines more distinctly to individuals, 
and says, that Mr. McDuffie declared there was no other remedy 
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for the evil tbain a separation of South Carolina from the Union, 
aihi ]jh&t he himself (Mr. McDuifie) wa^ptepared to go all lengths. 
This is denied, but the proceeding was admitted ; and the differ- 
ence between the two statements is more a difierence in the 
phraaeolo^ than in the substance. The tendency of the general 
opbion of the meeting is not to be mistaken. / 

This was in May. In June^ the efkeU of such a state of ex* 
citement among their representatives, and of the <^auses that 
produced it, wete already apparent among the people of South 
Carolina. On the l^th of tnat month, a popular meeting was 
holden in the Colleton District, which sent form an address to the 
whole st9,te, unanimoudy '' advisii^,'* to use their own words, 
** an attitude of 4)pen resistance to Ae htm of the Union.** , On the 
26th of July, a meeting of 8000 persons was holden at Enfield 
Court-house, which passed resolutions of the same tone;, and 
where, at a public dinner on the same day, Mr. McDuffie gave 
for a toast, '^The Stamp Act of 1765 and the Tariff of 1828, 
** kindred acts of despptisnl ;--^when our oppressors trace the 
'< parallel, let them remember, that we are descendants of a noble 
** anceistry, and profit by the admonitions of history:" — a senti- 
ment and threat fuUy equal to the "whole length's doctrine" im- 
puted to him by his colleague, Mr; Mitchell. Other meetings 
were held, and the: same tone or*excitement was kept up by the 
same means of addresses and speeches^ dinners and toasts. 

At last, in the autumn, the Legislature of South Carolina was 
assembled. The subject was brought before them by the Gover- 
nor; a committee, consisting of alSe and leading men, was. ap- 
pointed to report on it;* and on the 19fli of December, they pro- 
duced what they termed an Exposition to the Legislature of the 
State, and a Protest to Congress. This Exposition Airb Protest 
constitute an important and memorable document. The doctrines 
of nullification, w)iich it was then thought could be establii^ed 
and enforced, and to strengthen which the whole summer had 
been a campaign of preparatioh, are here produced by the Le^»- 
lature of South Carolina in bold relief, and in their most imposmg 
form. Whatever may be thoi^ht of their reasoning, their con- 
clusions and results are, at least, clearly stated, and not at- all dis- 
guised.' The general importance, too, of the whole is not a Uttle 
increased by the circumstance, often stated and genet^ally believed, 
that we owe this document, not to the committee by which it was 
reported, but to a distinguished citizen of South Carolina,, holding 
one of the highest places in the gift of the people of the United 

* The vesdation of the, House of RepreaetitatiTes of Soatfa' Carolma, under which 
the above committee iicted, should not be forgotten:-— - 

**i?eso2Dei2, That it is expedient to protest against the tmconstitutionalitj' and op. 
pressiye operation of the syeltem of protecting' duties, and to have such protest entered 
on the journal .of the Senate t>f the tJnited States. Ako to nuike a public ezpoSitioB 
of our wronifs and of the remedie* toit&tn ourfknoer, to be communicated to our sister 
States, with ^ request that they will co-operate with this state in procuring a repeal of 
the Tariff for protection ; and, if the repeal be not proeuredy^at they mil eo-opwsU is 
«tie& meoMres 0S may 6e fi«MS0(n^/or ofresfifig Ci^eeo^ 
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States, in that Uoion, which it is the unquestionable tendency of 
tin ^ery ** Expomtion and Protest" to break up and overdurow* 

The doctrines clearly announced in it are, 1. That it is a most 
erroaeous and dangerous proposition kv maii^ain, that the So- 
preme: Court of the United States has constkutbnal authority to 
decide on the extent of the powers of a state goyemitieiit; its 
deckions being -final oidy when applied to the authorities of 
Departments. of the General Govenunent 3. That '^univeml 
experience" (lest we jhopld. seem to do the distinguidied- author 
injustice, we cite the very words) — ^that "universal experience, 
^^ in aU ages and countries, teaches, that power can mly be met 
^ by power, and not by reason and justice, and that all rostrictidns 
^ on authority^ unsustaiiied by an equal antagonist power, must 
** for ever poye vJioBf insufficient in practice. Such," he adds, . 
-^'also has oeen the decisive proof of our-own short experience" 
9. That the right of judging and finafly deciding on the extent of 
their own powers, is an essential attribute of sovereignty,' of 
which the states are not and jci^mot be divested. 4. That power 
beii^ divided between tfae^ General Government and the State 
Governments, it is impossible to deny to the states the right of 
deciding on the iufraction of their own rights, and the proper 
remedy to be applied for the correction. 5. ** But the existence," 
here we quote the very words again, lest it shoidd seem incredi- 
ble that such a portion had been taken ;— '' But the existence of 
the right of judging of their powers, cleariy established from the 
sovereignty of the states, a^ cleariy implies a veto, or oohitbgl 
4s THE ACTION OF THE Geverae GovERifMEifT, ou contosted points 
of authority ; and this very control is the "remedy uhich ifie cmsHtw- 
tionhas promded to prevent the emcroachmeniof the Generai Gwem- 
ment on the reserved rights of the sUiAes.^^ 6. The practical i?esuit of 
the foregoing doctrines is then stated in the fo^owing words: — 
^< That mere eseisis a case (the Tariff) which Would /t^ft^ the in- 
^ terposition of this state, and thereby cmnpd the Genial Govem- 
^ment to abandon an unconstitutLonal power, or to mahe an 
^ appeal to the amending power to confer it by express grant, 
** the committee does not in the least doubt, and they are equally 
^ clear in the existence of a necessity to jifstify its exercise, if the 
^ General Govermiient should contmue to persist in its improper 
^ assumption of powers bdk>nging to the state ; which brings ttusm 
** to die last point which they propose to consider — ^When woudd 
** it be prop^ to exercise this high power!" 

Such was the condition of diis momentous question, when, as 
the next step in the development of doctrines thus plainly tending 
to brins South Carohna into open hostility to the Union, it was • 
thriist forward into the Senate of the United States by General ' 
Hayne^ under cover of, another subject, with which it had no 
proper connexion. Mr. Foofs resolution to inquire respecting the 
sales and the surveys of western lands, was the innocent cause of 
fte whole conffict It was introduced on the 29th of December, 
1829 ; and was not then eipecled by its author, or, perhaps, by 
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anybody else, to excite much discussion, or lead to any Very im- 
portant results. When it was introduced Mr. Webster was ab- 
sent from Waslnn^on. Two days afterwards he took his scat* 
The resolution had, indeed, called forth a few remarks, somewhat 
severe, the day after it was presented, and theti had been post- 
poned to the next Monday ; but, apj^rentlyfrom want of interest 
in its fate, or from the pressure of more important business, it 
was not caHed up by the mover till January 13. From this time, 
a partial discussion began ; but it lingered rather listlessly, and, 
in fact, really rose even to skirmishing only one day, until the 
19&, when Ueneral Havne, in a vehement and elaborate speech, 
attacked the New-England states for what he considered" their 
selfish opposition to the interest3 of the West ; and endeavoredto 
show that a natural sympathy existed between the southern and 
western states, upon the distribution and sales of the public lands, 
which would necessarily make them a sort of natural allies. With 
this speech, of course, me war broke out 

While it was delivering, Mr. Webster entered the Senate. He 
came from the Supreme Court of the United States; and the 
papers in his hands showed how far his thoughts were from the 
subjects and the tonei which now at once reached him. As soon 
as ueneral Hayn^e sat down, he rose to re^dy ; but Mr. Benton of 
Missouri, with many compliments to General Hajme, and appa- 
renfly willing the ^nate should haVe all the leisure necessary to 
consider and feel the effects of his speech, moved an adjournment. 
Mr. Webster cood-naturedly consented. Of course, he had the 
floor the next day; and in a speech, which wfll not be forgotten 
by the present generation, poured out stores of knowledge long 
before accumulated, in relation to the history of the public lands 
and to die legislation concerning them; defending 'the policy of 
the government towards the new states ; showing the dangerous 
tendency of the doctrines respecting the Constitution, current in 
South Carolina, and sanctioned by General Hayne ; and repelling 
the general charges and reproaches cast on ]\ew-England, espe- 
cially the charge of hostility to the West, which, — if there was 
meaning in words or acts, — ^he proved to be distinctly applicable 
to the language ^nd votes of the South Carolina delegation in the 
House of Representiatives in 1825. The war was thus, at once, 
carried into Ine enemy's counjtry.. 

The next day, January 21, it heias well known that Mr. Web- 
ster had urgent business, which called him again into the Supreme 
Court of the United States, one of the members from Maryland 
moved an adjournment of the debate. It would, perhaps, have 
been only what is customary and qourteous, if the request had 
been granted. But General Hayne objected. " The gentleman," 
he said, '* had discharged his weapon, and he (Mr. H.) wished 
for an opportunity to return the fire." To which Mr. Webster 
having replied ; — ^ I am ready to receive it; let the discussion go 
on;"---the debate was resumed. Mr. Benton then concluded some 
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unimportant remarki he had begun the day before; add Mr. 
Hayne rose, and opened a speecn, which occupied the Senate 
the Remainder of that day, and the whole of the >day f<^llowing« 
It was a vigorous speech, embracing a great ndmber of topics 
and grounds ;•— calling in question the, fairness of New-England, 
the consistency of Mr. WelRiter, and the patriotism of the State 
of Massachusetts; and ending with a bold, acute, and elabo^ 
rated exposition and defence of the doctrines now, for the first 
time, formally developed in Congress, and since well known by 
the name of the Doctrines of MdUficaticn. The first part of the 
speech was caustic and personal ; the latter part of it grave and 
arffumentative ; and the whole was ddivered in presence of an 
audience, which any man might be proud to have collected to 
listen to him. 

Mr. Webster took notes during its delivery; and it was appa- 
rent to the crowd, which, for two days, had thronged the senate- 
chamber, that he intended to reply. Indeed, on this point, he was 
permitted no choice. He l|ad been assailed in a way, which call- 
ed for an answer. When, therefore, the doors of the senate- 
chamber were opened the next morning, the rush for admittance 
was unprecedented. Mr. Webster had the floor^ and rose. The 
first division of his speech is in reply to parts ^nd details of his 
adversary's personal, assault, — and is a happy, though severe 
specimen of tne keenest spirit of genuine debate and retort ; — 
for Mr. Webster is one of those dangerous adversaries, who are 
never so formidable or so brilliant, as when they are most rudely 
pressed ; — ^for then, as in the phosphorescence of the ocean, the 
degree of the violence urged, may always be takepi as the mea- 
sure of the brightness that is to follow. On the present occasion, 
his manner was cool, entirely self-possessed, and perfectly de- 
cided, and carried his irony as far as irony can go. There are 
portions of this, first day^s discussion^ like the passage relating to 
the charge, of sleeping on the so^ech, he had answered ; the one 
in allusion to Banquets ghost, which had been unhappily conjur^ 
up by his adversary ; and the rejoinder req)ecting ** one Nathan 
Dane of Beverly, in Massachusetts,"— which will notbeforgotten- 
The very tones in which they were uttered, still vibrate in the ears 
of those who heard them. There are, also, other and graver 
portions of it,— like those which respect the course of legislation 
in regard to the new states ; the conduct of the North in regard 
to davery, and the doctrine of internal improvements, — ^which 
are in the most powerful style of parliamentary debate. As he 
approaches the conclusion of this first great division of his 

rcb, he rises to the loftiest tone of national feeling, entirely 
re the dim, misty region of sectional or party passion, and 
prejudice: — 

*^The eulogium proiKmnoed on the character of the state of South Carolina, by the 
honorable gentleman, for her reve^vtiaatLty and other merits, meeti ray hearty ocm- 
cnCrrenoe. I ahaU not acknowledge that the honorable member goes befbre me- in 
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ngird ibrwkttemof diitiiigiiiifaed talent, or distingfuialied chtracler. South 
ha*. prodUoecL I claiin part of the hooori.^ partake in the pride, of her great names. 
I cUum them for countrymen, one and aU.^ The Laurenoei, the Rutledges, the Pmdt- 
neya, the Sumpters, the Marione— Americana, all — ^whoee fhme U no more to he 
hemmed in by state lines, than their talents and patriotism were capable of being 
circumscribed within the same narrow Mmits. In iheirujhiy and generation, they 
served and hionored the country, and the whole country ; and their jenown is of ttie 
treasures of the whole country. . Him, whose honored name the gentlemah himself 
bears— does he esteem me less capable of gratitude for his p^itriotism, or sympathy 
fiir his sniSbrings, than if his eyes had first opened upon the light of Massachusetts, 
instead of South Carolina ? Sir, does he suppose it in his power to exhibit a Ca^na 
name, so bright, as to produce envy in my biDsom ? No, Sir, increased gratification 
and delight, rather. I thank God, that, if I am gifted with little of the spirit which 
is able to raise mortals to the skies, I have yet none,,aa I trusty <^ that other spirit, 
which would drag angels down. When I shall be found. Sir, int my place here, in 
the Senate, of els^here, to sneer at public merit, because it happens to spring up 
beyond the little limits of my own state, or neighborhood ; when I refuse, for any such 
cause, or for any cause, the homage due to American talent, to elevated patriotism, 1p 
sincere devotion to liberty and the country ; or, if I see an uncommon endowment of 
Heaven— if I ,see eztraordin^y capacity' and virtue in any son of the South — end i^ 
moved by local prejudice, or gangrened by state jealousy, I get up here to abate the 
tithe of a hair from his just character and just fiinie, may my toAgue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth ! 

**Sir, let me recm* to pleasing recoDectioas-r-let me mdulge in refireshing remem* 
brance of the past^let me remind you that in early times, no slates cherished 
irreater harmony, both of principle and foeling, than Massachusetts and South Caro> 
Bna. Would to Gk>d that harmony mifht again return! shoulder to shoulder they 
went through the revolntionr-^hand in hand they stood round the administration of 
Washington, and folt his own great arm lean on them for support Unkind foeling, 
if it exist, alienation and distitist, are the growth, unnatural to such soils, of fidse 
principles sinee sown. They are weieds, the seeds of which that same great arm 
never scattered. n,,, , .. 

**Mr. President, I shall enter on no encomium upon Massachusetts — she needs | A] 
none. There she is—behold her, and judge for yotirselves. There is her history : 
the world knows it by heart The past, -at least, is secure. There is Boston, and 
Concord, and Lexix^fton, and Bunker Hill — and there they will remain for ever. The 
bones of her sons, foiling in the great struggle for independence, now lie mingled 
with the soil or every state, from New-England to Georgia ; and there they wiU lie 
for ever. And, Sir, where American liberty raised its first voice, and where its youth 
was nurtured and sustained, there it still lives, in the strength of its manhood and 
fUl of its 6riginai spirit If discord and disunion shall wound it — ^if party strifo and 
blind ambiticm shall hawk at and tear it — if folly and madness — ^if Uneasiness, under 
salutarjr and necessary restraint — shall succeed to separate it from that union, by 
which aloiie its existence is made sure, it will stand, in the end, by the side of that 
cradle in which'its infancy was rocked-: it will stretch forth its arm with whatever 
of vijpor it may still retain, over the friends who gather round it ; and it will foil at 

last, if foil it must, amidst the proudest monuments of its own glory, and on the venr 

spot of its origin." Pages 406. 407. w4^«««-* 

The next day, Mr. Webster went into a gr^^ve and formal ex- 
amination of the doctrines of nulli/icatumj or the right of the state 
legislatures to interfere, wnenever, in their judgment, the general 
gavemment transcends its constitutional limits, and to arrest the 
operation of its laws. Four days had hardly elapsed, since thi^ 
doctrine had been announced with an air et assured success in 
the Senate ; and these four days had been filled with active. debate 
and cbntest Of course, h^re again, there had been neither time 
nor opportunity for especial preparation.' Happily, too, there 
was no need of it The fund, on which the demand wasf so tri- 
umphantly made, was equal to the draft, great and unexpected as 
it was. Mr. Webster's mind is full of constitutional law and 
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legifdation. On all such subjects, he needs no forecast^ no jprepa- 
ration, no brief; — and, on this occasion, he hud none. He out 
uttered opinions and arguments, which had grown mature with 
his years and his judgment, aiid which were as' familiar to him 
as nousehold words. We have, therefore, no elaborate, docu- 
mentary discussions,— no citation of books or authorities. It is 
with principles, great constitutional principles, he deals ; and it is 
in plain, direct argutnents, which all can understaiKl, that he de- 
fends them. There is nothing technical nothing abstruse, nothing 
indirect, either in the subject or its explanation. On the contrary, 
all is straight-forward — obvious — ^to the purpose. For instancei, 
after stating the question at issue to be, ** whose prercgative is iif 
to decide on the coTistiitUionaUty or tmamstitutioTumiy. of the lawsV* 
he goes on :— ^ 

**• This leads qe to inquire into the origin of tliis government, and the source of its 
power. Whose ageht is it.? Is it the creature of the state legislatures, or the creature 
of the people ? if the govemment of the United States be the agent of the 8M» 
governments, then they may contrcd it, provided they can agree in the manner of 
controlling it ; if it be the agent of the people, then the people alone can control it, 
restrain it, modify, or reform it It is olMervaUe enough, that the doctrine for whiek 
the honorable gentleman contends, leads him to the necessity of maintaining, not 
only that this general government is the creature of tii« states, but that it is the 
creature of each of the states severally ; so that each may assert the power, for itself^ 
of detenpining whether it acts within the limits of its authority. It is the servant 
of fouf-and-twenty masters, of different wills and different purposes, and yet bound 
to obe^ all. This absurdity (for it >ieems no less) arises frcun a misconception as to 
the ongin of this government and its true character. It iit, Sir, the people*s constitu- 
tion, the people*s government,— ^made for 'the people, — ^made by the people, — and an- 
swerable to the people. The people of the United State? have declared that this con- 
stitution shall be- the supreme law. We must either admit the piropoeition, or dispute 
their authority. The stutes are, unqnestioqably, sovereign, so &r as their sove- 
reignty is not affected by this sii^reme law. But the state legislatures, as political 
bodies, however sovereign, are yet not sovereign over the people. So far as the peo. 
pie have given power to the general government, so far the grant is unquestionably 
good, and the government holds of the people, and not of the state goTemmente. 
We are all agetate of the same supreme power^ the people^ — ^The general government 
and the state govemmente derive their authority from the, same source. Neither can, 
in relation to the others h(b cklled primary, though one is definite and restricted, and 
the other general and residuary. The national government possesses those powers 
which it can be shown the people have eonforred on it, and no more. All the rest 
belongs to the state goviemmento, or to the people themselves. So for as the people 
have restrained ^ta^ sovereignty, by the expression of their will, in the constitution of 
the United States, so &r, it must be admitted, state sovereignty is effectually con- 
trolled. I do not contend that it is, or ought to be controlled farther. The sentiment 
to which I have referred, propounds that stete sovereignty is only to be controlled by 
its own * feeling of justice;* that is 'to say, it is not' to be controlled at all; for one 
who is to follow his own foelings is under no legal control. — ^Now, however men may 
think this ought to be, the fact is, that the people of the United States have chosen to 
impose control on sUte sovereignties. There are those, doubtless, who wish they had 
been left without restraint ; but the constitution has ordered the matter differently. 
To make war, for instance, is an exercise of sovereignty ; but the constitution declares 
that no state shall make war. To coin money is ano^er exercise of sovereign power, 
but no stete is at liberty to eoin money. Again, the constitution says that no sovereign 
state shall be so sovereign as to make a treaty. These prohibitions, it must be 
confessed, are a control on the stete sovereignty of South Carolina, as well as of 
the other stetes, which does not wise *from oer own fbelings of honorable justice.* 
Soch an opinion, therefore, is In defiance of the plainest provisions of the constita- 
tlon.** Pages 410, 411. 
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Agcdn, what can be more sure and convincing than such plain 
reasoning as this : — 

*' I maintain, that, between submission to the decision of the constituted tnbunals, 
and r^ToIution, or disunioh, there is no middle ifrround — there is no ambiguous condi- 
tion, half allegiance, «nd half rebellion. ' And, Sir, how futile, bow vetj futOe it is, 
to admit the right of state interference, and then attempt to save it from the charac- 
ter of unlawful resistance, by adding t^ms of qualification to the causes, an^ occa- 
sions, leaving all these qualifications, like the case itself^ in the discretion of the state 
gOTemments. It must be' a clear case, it is said, a deliberate case ; a palpable case; 
a dangerous case. But then the. state is still left at-liberty to decide for herself, what 
is clear, what is deliberate, what is palpable, whaJt is dangerous. Do adjectives and 
epithets avail any thing ? Sir, the human mind is so constituted, that the merite of 
both sides of a controversy appear very clear, and very palpable, to those who re- 
spectively espoifte them; and both sides usually grow clearer as the controversy 
advances. South Carolina sees unconstitutionality 'm. the teriff ; she sees oppression 
there, also; and she sees danger.^ Pennsylvania, with a vision not less sharp, looks 
at the same tarifi^ and sees no such thing in It^ — she sees it all constitutional, all useful, 
all sale. The faith of South Carolina is strengthened by opposition, and she now not 
only sees, but reaolveSi that the tariff is palpably unconstitutional, oppressive and 
dangerous : but Pennsylvania, not to be behind her neighbors, and equally willing to 
sti^ngfhen her own faith by a confident asseveration, resdves^ also, and giv6s to every 
warm affihnative of South Oirolini^ a pIain,-downright, Penhsylvonia negative. South 
Carolina, to show the strength and unity of her opinion, brings her assembly to a 
unanimity, within seven voices ; Pennsylvania, not to be outdone in this respect more 
than others, reduces her dissentient fraction to a single vote. Now, Sir, again, I ask 
the gentleman, what is to be done ? Are these states both right ? Is he bound to 
consider ^em both right? If ilot, which is in the wrong ?— or rather, which has the 
best right to decide? And if he, and if I, are not .to know what the constitutioh 
means, and what it is, till those two state legislatures, and the twenty-two others, 
shall agree in ito construction, what have we sworn to, when we have sworn to main- 
tain it ? I was fbrcibly struck. Sir, with one reflection, as. the gentleman went on 
in his. speech. He quoted Mr. Madison's resolution, to prove that a state may inter- 
fbre,in a case of deliberate, palpable, and dangerous exercise of a power not granted. 
The honorable member supposes the tari^ law to be such an exercise of power ; 
and that, (k>nsequently, ,a case has arisen in which the state may, if it see fit, interfere 
by its own law. Now, it so happens, nevertheless, that Mr. Maidison deems this same 
tariff law quite constitiltional. Instead of a clear and palpable violation, it is, in his 
judgment, no violation at all. So that, while they use his authority for a hypothetical 
case, they reject it in the very case before them. All this. Sir, shows the inherent- 
futility--;-! had almost used a stronger word— of conceding this power of interference 
to the states, and then attempting to secure it from abuse by imposing qualifications, 
of which the states themselves are to judge. One of two things is true ; either the 
laws of the Union are beyond the discretion, and beyond the control of the states ; or 
else we have no constitution of general government, aiid are thrust back again to the 
days of the confederacy." Pp. 416, 417. 

This is a striking fact about Mr. Madison ; but one still more 
striking occurred after the publication of the speech. His great 
name and authority had been constantly and confidently appealed 
to, not only in this debate, by General Hayrie, but, on previous oc- 
casions, by other favorers of the South CaroHna doctrines, until 
at last it began to be almost feared, that Mr. Madison sustained 
the positions of the nullifiers. But as he had already shown that 
the tariff law was quite constitutional, so, now, with no less 
promptness and power, he came out against the whole doctrine 
of nullification, and showed that his resolutions of 1798, on which 
its friends had rested the wild fabric of their argument, as its main 
pillars, had nothing to do yith it; and thu>, in conjunction with 
what had been done in the Senate, brought down the whole tern- 

P 
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pie they had built with such pains and cost, upon the heads of their 
imcircumcis^d presumption and extravagance. His letter, in- 
deed, on this subject, is one of the most characteristic ejBTorts of 
his great wisdom, and one of the most important results of this 
discussion, 3ince it took from tHe advocates of nullification all the 
support of his authority-^the magni nominis umbra — the shade 
anci shelter of his great name. 

But to return to Mr. Webster; the general tone of the last half 
of his speech is uncommonly grave and imposing ; but there is 
one passage in which a lighter accent is assumed. It is that in 
which he runs out General Hayne's nullifying doctrile into prac- 
tice, and sets him, as a military man, to execute his own nullify- 
ing law. The argument of this passage is the more efficacious, 
because it is concealed under so much wit and good-humor. 

** And now, Mr. President^ let ine run the hononble gentleman^s doctrine a little 
into its practical application. Let ua look at his probable modus operandi. If a thingr 
can be done, an ingenious man can tell hovt it is to be done. Now, I wish to be in^ 
formed, how this state interference is to be put in practice. We will take the existing 
case of the tariff law. ^uth Carolina is said to have made up her opinion upon it. 
If we do not repeal it, (^ we pt'obably shall not), she will then apply to the case the 
remedy pf her doctrine. She will, we must suppose, pass a law of her legislature, 
declanng Ihe several acts of Congress, usually called the Tariff Laws, null and void, 
80 far as they respect South Carolina, or the citizens thereof. So far, aH is a paper 
transaction, and easy enoiurh. But the collector at Charleston, is collecting the du- 
ties imposed by these tariff laws—hfe, therefore, must be stopped. The collector will 
seize the goods if the tariff duties are not paid. The state authorities wfll undertake 
their rescue ; the marshal, with his posse, will come to the collector's aid, and here 
the contest begins. The militia of the^state will be called out to sustain the nuDify- 
ing act They will march. Sir, under a very gallant leader : for I believe the honor- 
able member Jumself commands the militia of that part of the state. He will rai^ 
the Nullifying Act on his standard, and spread it out ios his banner. It will, have a 
preamble, bearing that the tariff laws are palpable, deliberate, and dangerous viola- 
tions of the Constitution ! He will proceed, with his banner flying, to the custom- 
house in Charleston ; . 

* AH tli^ while, 
Soaorotts metal Rowing martiatjwands.* 

Arrived at the custom-house, he will tell the collector that he must collect no more du- 
ties under any of the tariff laWs. This, he will be somewhat piizaded to say, by the 
way, vrith a grtive countenance, considering what hand South Carolina herself had in 
that of 1816. But, Sir, the collector would, probably, not denst, at his bidding. He 
would show him the law of CongroM, the treasury instruction, and his own oath of 
office. He would say,' he should perform his duty, come what might. Here would 
ensue a pause : for they say that a certain stillness precedes the tempest The tramp- 
eter wotdd hold his breath awhile, and before all this military array should fall on the 
custom-house, collector, clerks^ and all, it is very probable some of those composing it, 
would request of their gallant commander-in-chief^ to be injfolrmed a litUe upon the 
point of law ; for they hav^, doubtless, a just respect for his opinions as a lawyer, aM 
well ad for his bravery as a soldier. They know he has read Blacksto|ie and the Con* 
stitution, as well as Turenne and Vauban. They would ask him, therefore, something 
concerning thelc rights in this matter. They would inquire, whether it was not some- 
what dangerous t6 resist a law of the United States. What would be the nature, of 
their offence, they would wish to learn, if they, by military force and array, resisted 
the execution in Carolina of a law of tlie'United States, and it should turn out, after 
all, that the law was conttitutional ? He would answer, of course,, treason. No law- 
yer could give any other answer. John Fries, he would tell them, had learned that 
some years ago. How, then, they wtnild ask, do jou propose to defend us ? We are 
not afraid of bullets, b^ treason has a way of takmg people off, that we do not muoh 
relish. How do you propose to defend us ? * Look, at my floating baiuiM*,* he would 
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reply, ^see Aere the $mttifyinglawP Is it yota opinion, nUuit comnnBder, thejr 




he would repeat, *are tineonttitutiona], palpably, deliberately, dang^roualy.* That 
aU may be so ; bat if the tribunal should not happen to be of that opinion, shall we 
swing ibr it ? We are ready to die for our country, but it is rather an awkward busi- 
ness, this dying without touching the ground ! Afler lill, that is a sort of Jtemp-tax, 
worse than any part of the tariff. 

** Mr. President, the honorable gentleman would be in a dilemma, like that of another 
great general.\ He would have a knot befbn him which he could not untie. He must 
cut it with his sword. He must say to his followers, ' Defend yourselves with your 
bayonets ;* and this is war-^^ivil war.** pp. 421, 422. 

After this his tone becomes even more grave and solemn than 
before, until^ when he approaches the conclusion, he bursts forth 
with the expression of feelings of attachment to the Union and the 
Constitution, which it deemed no longer possible for him to sup- 
prei^. ' 

" Mr. President, (he says) I have thus stated the reasons' of my dissent to the doc- 
trines' whioh have iMsen advanced and maintained. I am conscious of having detain- 
ed you and the Senate much too long. I was drawn into the debate, with no previ- 
pU9 deliberation, sach as is suited to the tdiscossion of so grave and important a sub- 
ject But it is a subject of which my heart is fufi, and I have not been willing to 
suppress the utterance of its spontaneous sentiments. I cannot, even now, persuade 
myself to relihqujsh it, without expressing, once mord, my deep conviction, that, since 
it respects nothing less than the union of the states, it is of most vital and essential 
importance to thd public happiness. I profess. Sir, in my career, hitherto^ to have 
kept steadily in view the prosperity and honor of the whole countiy, and the preser^v^ 
vation of our federal union^-«-lt is to that union we owe our safety at home, and oof 
consideration and dignity abro&^. It is to that union that we are chiefly indebted fiur 
whatever makes us most proud of our country. That union we reached only by the 
discipline of our virtues in the severe scheoji of adversity. It had its origin in the 
necessities of /disordered finance, prostrate commerce, and ruined credit Under its 
benign influences, these great interests immediately awoke, as from the dead, and \ 
sprung ferth with newness of life. Every' year of its duration has teemed with fresh t ; 
proofs of its utility and its blessings ; and, although our territory has stretched out ' 
wider and wider, and our population spread farther and farther, they have not outrun 
its projection or its benefits. It has been to us all a copious fountidn of national, social, 
and personal happiness. I have not allowed myself. Sir, to look beyond ^e union, lo 
see what might lie hidden in the dark recess behind. I have not coolly weighed the 
chances of preserving liberty when the bonds that unite us together shall be broken 
asunder. I have not aecustomed myself to hang over the precipice of disunion, to 
see whether, 'with my short sight, I can fathom the depth of the abyss below ; nor 
could I regard him as a safe counsellor in the a£^urs of this government, whose 
thoughts should be mainly bent on considering, not how the union should be best pre- 
serve but how tolerable might be the condition of the people when it shall be broken 
up and destroyed. While the union lasts, we have high, exciting, gratifying prospects 
spread lOUt before us, for us and our children. Beyond that I seek not to penetrate the 
veil. God grant that, in my day, at least, that curtain may not rise. God grant, that 
on my vision never may be opened what lies behind. — When my eyes shall be turned 
to behold, fer the last time, the sun in heaven, may I no^ see him shining on. the 
broken and dishoncM^d iraffments of a once jgrlorious union ; on states dissevered, dis- 
cordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civu ^ud^, or drenched, it may be, in fiater. 
nal blood ! — ^Cet their Uist feeble and lingering glance, rather behold the gorgeous en- 
sign of the republic, now known and honored throuF hout tbe'earth, still full high ad.% 
vanced, its arms and trophies streaming in their origmal lustre, not a stripe erased or 
polluted, nor a sibgle star obscured — bearing fer its motto, no such miserable inter- 
rogatory, as What it aU Ais toorth ? Nor those other words of delusion and feUy, 
LMertyjirst, and Union afterwards — ^but everywhere, spread all over in characters of 
living light, bbzingon all its amjde felds, as they float over the sea and over the land, 
and in every wind under the whole heavens, that other sentiment, dear to every true 
American heart— Liberty and Union, now and fer evef, one and inseparable !** 
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Mr. Hayne replied in a short speech on the constitutional aue^ 
tion, which he afterwards expanded in the newspapers into a long 
one ; and Mr. Webster immediately rejoined in the following hn/N 
remarks, which for syllogistic exactness and ppwer can hardly 
be paralleled, and which carry with them all the force and con- 
clusiveness of which moral demonstration is susceptible. No at- 
tempt, we believe, has been made to answer them, and though it 
may be thought expedient or necessary to abuse both the remarks 
themselves and their distinguished author, we suspect no direct 
answer wiD be hazarded, or if any one shall venture it, we neither 
envy his boldness nor doubt its consequences. 

M A few words, Mr. President, on this oonsti^utioiial argument, which the bonora- 
Ue gentleman has labored to reconstruct 

**llis argument consists of two propositions,, and an inference. SS^-^SSSSSI^SiSP^ 
are: — 

** 1. That the Constitution is a compact between the States. 

**' 2. That a compact between two, with authority reserved to one to interpret its 
terms, would be a surrender to that one, of all power whatever. 

**3. Therefi>re, (such is his inference) the General Government does not possess 
the authority to construe- its own powers. 

** Now, Sir, who does not see, without the aid of exposition or detection, the utter 
confusion of ideas, involved in this, so elaborate and systematic argument. 

** Th^ Constitution, ijt is said, is a compact (ettoeen StaUt ; if so, the States, then, 
and the States only, art jwrties to tht compact. How comes the General Grovemment 
itself a party ? Upon the honorable genUeman*s hypothesis, the General Government 
is the result of the compact, the creature of the con^pact, not one of the parties to it 
Yet the argument, as the gentieman has now stated it, makes the Government itself 
one of its own creators. It makes it a party tb that compact, to which it owes its 
own extstmoe. 

** For the poirpose of erecting the Constitution on the basis of a compact, the gen- 
tleman considers the States as parties to that compact ; but as soon as his compact is 
made, then he chooses to consider the General Government, which is the offspring 
of that compact, not its offiipring, but one of its parties ; and so, being a party, has 
not the power of judging on the terms of co>mpact Pray, Sir, in what school is such 
reasoning as this taught? 

** If the whole of the genUeman*s main proposition were conceded to him, that is to 
say— if I admit for the sake of the argument, that the Constitution is. a compact be- 
tween States, the inferences, which he draws from that proposition, are warranted 
by no just reason. Because, if the Constitution be a compact between States, still, 
that Constitution, or that compact, has established a Government, with certain pow- 
ers; and whether it be one of those powers, that it shall construe and interpret for 
itself the terms of the compact, in doubtful cases, is a question which can only be 
decided by looking to the compact, axjd inquiring what provisions it contains on this 
point Without any inconsistency with naturalreason, the Government, even thus 
created, might be trusted with this power of construction. The extent of it9 powers, 
therefore, must still be sought for in the instrument itselfl 

'^ If the old Confoderation had contained a clause, declaring that resolutions of the 
Congress should be the supreme law o£ the land, any state law or constitution to the 
contrary notwithstanding, and that a committee of Congress, or any other body 
created by it, should possess judicial powers, extending to all cases arising under 
resolutions of Congress,^ then tne power of ultimate decision would have been vested in 
Congress, under the Confederation, although that Confederation was a compact be- 
tween States; an,d, for this plain .reascm : that it would have been competent to the 
Sta^, who alone were parties to the compact, to agree, who should decide, in cases 
of dispute arising on the construction of the compact 

** For the same reason, Sir, if I were now to concede to the gentleman his principal 
proposition, viz. that the Constitution is a compact between States, the question would 
still be, what provision is made, in this compact, to settie points of disputed construe, 
tion, or contested power, that shall come into controversy ? and this question would 
still be answered, and conclusively answered, by the ConMitution itself While the 
gentieman is oontending against oonstruction, be himself is setting up the most looao 
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«iid dAnMroui wnttiructioi. ^e Cgngjj^jjfe^ 

9hmU he the .supreme law of the oMitL^o construction m neoeiaary here. It dechrei. 

^a^^wnr e^QaT j^auSdK'lt&W^^^ that the Judicial power if the VnUed Stt^ 

ahaU extend to every ease arising under the laws ef Congress. . This needs no con- 
struction. Here is a law, then, which is declared to be supireme ; and here is a power 
ostabliBhed, which is to interpret that law. Now, Sir, how has the n^dntleman met 
this?< Suppose the Constitution to be a compact, yet here are its terms, and how 
does the gentleman jjret rid of them 7 He cannot argue the seal qf the bond, nor the 
words out of the instrument Here they are— what answer doetf he give to them ? 
None in the world. Sir, except that the enect of this would be to place the States in 

^ a condition of inferiority ; and because it results, from the very nature of things, there 
hemg no superior, that the parties must-be their own judges ! Thus closely and co- 
gently does the honorable gentleman reason on the words of the Constitution. The 

gentleman says, if there be such a power of $nal decision in theCreneral Government, 
e asks for the grant of that power. Well, Sir, I show him the grant — ^I turn him to 
the very words— I show him that the laws of Congress are made supreme ; and that 
the Judicial power extends, by express words, to the interpretation of these laws. In- 
stead of answering this, he retreats into the general reflection, that it must result /rom 
ihe nature of things, that the States, being parties, must judge for themselves. 

** I have admi^d, that,, if the Constitution were to be considered as the creature 
of the State Governments, it might be modified, interpreted, or construed, according 
to their pleasure. But, even in that case, it would be necessary that they should 
agree. One, alone, could not interpret it omclusively ; one, alone, could not eonstme 
it ; one, alone, could not modify it Yet the gentleman's doctrine is, that Carolina, 
alone, may construe and interpret that compact which equally binds aP, and gives 
equal rights to all. 

. ** So uien. Sir, even supposing'the Constitution to be a compact between the States, 
"Hhe gentleman's doctrine, nevertheless, is not maintainable ; because, first, the Gen- 
eral Government is not a party to that compact, but a Crotemmerd established by it, 
and vested by it with the powers of trying and deciding doubtful questions ; and, sec- 
ondly, because, if the Constitution be re^^irded as a' compact, not one State only, but 
all the States, are parties to that compact) and one can have no right to fix upon it her 
own peculiar construction. 

** So much, Sir, for the argument, 6ven if the premises of the gentleman were 
granted, or could be proved. But, Sir, the gentleman has failed to maintain his lead- 
ing proposition. He has not shoWn, it cannot be shown, that the Constitution is a 
compact between State Governments. The Constitution itself^ in its very front, re- 
fiites that idea : it declares that it is ordained and established by the People of ike V^ 
ted States. So fiir from saying that it is established by the Governments of the seve- 
ral States, it does not even say thajt it is established by the People of the several 
States; but it pronounces that it is established by the People of the United States, in 
the aggregate. The gentleman says, it must mean no more than the People of the 
several States. Donbuess, the People of the several States, taken collectively^ consti- 
tute the People of the United States ; but it is in this, their collective capacity, it is as all 
the people ofthe United States, ihti they establish the Constitution. So they declare ; 
and words cannot be plainer than the words used. 

** When.Jthe ^njUeman says the Cpnstitution is a cpmpaet between the States, he 
uses language exactly appIicaCTe to the old confederation. ,. He^jpeaks as iflie were 
In Congress before 2^7i89. He dgH&HBidd tyxlly that olS state of things^then existing. 
The confederation was, in strictness, a compact ; the States, as States, were parties to 
it We had no other Greneral Government But th at was found insufiieient, anid[ 
inadequate to the public exigencies. ,7he people*wSI!OSC3$liiififiid~m and' »»<• 
Uertook to eiStabliitr a MferT'Tbey undertook to form a General Government, which 
sfaoiild stand on a ismrl^is — and ^ confederacy, not a league, not a compact between 
states, but a eonstUution; a popular government, founded in popular election, directly 
responsible to the people themselves, and divided into, brandies, with prescribed 
limits of power, and prescribed duties. They ordained such a government; they 
gave it the name of a Constiivtion, and therein they established a distribution of 
powers between this, their General Government, and their several State Governments. 
When they shall become dissatisfied with this distribution, they ean alter it Their 
own power over their own instrument remains. But until they shall alter it, it must 
stand as their will, and is equally binding on the General Government and on the 
States. 

** The g^nUemao, Sir, finds analogy, where I see none. He likena it to the oaio 
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of a tmly, in wliicht there beiiig no common miperior, eicli party nrait tntorpnt ftr 
itwl^ under its own oUigatkm <tf good faith. But this ii not a treaty^ hot a comtita- 
taon of ffofemment, with powers to execute itfelf, and fnliil its duties. 

** I admit, Sir, that thb Government is a Government of checks and hslances ; that 
is, the House of RepresentatiTes is a check on the Senate, and the Senate is a check 
on the House, and the President a check on both. But I cannot comprehend him. 



or, tf I do, I totally differ iWim him, when he applies the notion of checks and bal- 
anoes to the inlerwrence of different Governments. He argrues, that if we transfiess, 
each State, as a State, has a riffht to check us. Does he aidmit the conTcrse m the 
{voposition, that we have a ri{fnt to cheek the States? The gentleman** doctrines 
would give us a strange jumble of authorities and powers, instead of Goveinmentiof 
separate and defined powers. It is the part of wisdom, I think, to^avoid this ; and lo 
keep the General Government and the State Governments, each in its proper sphere, 
avoiding, as carefully as possible, every kind of interference. 

** Finally, Sir, the honorable gentleman nys, that the States will only interfere, by 
tibeir power, to preserve the Constitution. Tney will, not destroy it, they will not im* 
pair it— they will ovly save, they will only preserve, they will only strengthen it ! 
Ah ! Sir, this is but the old story. All regulated Governments, ajl ftet Governments, 
have been broken up by similar disinterested and well-^poeed interference ! It is 
the common pretence. But I take leave of the subject** 

With these remarks the discdssion ehded, as between Mr. 
Webster and General Hayne. It was afterwards continued, how- 
ever, for several weeks, and a majority, or nearly a majority, 
of the whole Senate took part in it ; but whenever it is now recol- 
lected or referred to, the contest between the two principal 
speakers, from the I9th to the 23d of January, is, we believe,^ 
generally intended. 

The results of this memorable debate are already matter of 
history. The vast audience that had contended for admission to 
iJbB senate-chamber, till entrance became dangerous, were the first 
to feel and make known its effect ; for, with his peculiar power 
of explaining abtruse and technical subjects,' so that all can com- 
prehend them, Mr- Webster there isxpounded a great doctrine pf 
the constitution, which had been powerfully assailed, so that all 
might feel the foundations on which it rests, to have been consdi- 
dated rather than disturbed by the attempt to shake them. Their 
verdict, therefore, was given at the time, and heard throughout 
the country. But sinc6 that day, when the erow4 came out of 
the senate-chamber rejoicing in the victory which had been 
achieved for the constitution, nearly twenty editions of the same 
argument have been called for in different parts of the country, 
and thus scattered abroad above an hundrea thousand copies of 
it, besides the countless multitudes that have been sent forth b^ the 
newspapers, until, almost without a metaphor, it may be said to 
have DcJsn carried to every fire-side in the land. The very ques- 
tion, therefore, which was first submitted to an audience in the 
capitol,— comprising, indeed, a remarkable representation of the 
talents and authority of the country, but still comparatively small, 
— ^has since been submitted by the press to the judgment of the 
nation, more fully, probably, than any thina of the kind was ever 
submitted before; and the same remarkaUe plainness, Uie same 
power of elucidating ^eat lesal and constitutional doctrines till 
they become as iateUigible and simple as the occupations of daily 
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Mfe^ has^enlarged the jury of the senate-chamber tiS it has become 
the jury of the whole people, and the same verdict has followed. 
What, therefore. Chancellor Kent said in relation to it, is as true 
as it is beautijfiil ; — ^** Peace has its victories as well as war ;*• — 
and the triumph which Mr. Webster thus secured for a fpeat 
constitutiorSI principle, he may now well regard a3 the chief 
honor of his life. 

Indeed, a man such as he is, when he looks back upon his past 
life, and forward to the future, must needs feel, that his fate and 
his fortune, his fame and his ambition, are connected throughout 
with the fate and the fortunes of the constitution of his country. 
He is the child of our free institutions. None other could have 

Eroduced or reared him ; — ^none other can now sustain or advance 
im. From the days when amidst the fastnesse^s of nature, his 
young feet with difficulty sought the rude school-house, where 
his earliest aspirations were nurtured, up to the moment when he 
came forth in triumph from the senate-chamber, conscious that 
he had overthrown the doctrines of nullification, and contended 
successfully for the union of the states, he must have felt, that his 
extraordinary powers have constantly depended for their devel- 
opment and their exercise on t)ie peculiar institutions of our free 
governments. It is plain, indeed, that he has thriven, heretofore, 
by their progress and success ; and it is. we think, equally plain, 
that in time to come, his hopes and his fortunes can be advanced 
only by their continued stability and further progress. We think, 
too, that Mr. Webster feels this. On all the great principles of 
the constitution, and all the leading interests of the countnr, bis 
opinions are known ; Us ground is taken ; his lot is cast Who- 
ever may attack the Union, or any of the fundamental doctrines 
of our land, he must defend them. Prima fortuna saJutis mmstrat 
iter. The path he has chosen, is the path he must follow. And 
we rejoice at it We rejoice, that such a necessity is imposed on 
such a mind. We rejoice, that, even such, as he cannot stand, 
unless they sustain the institutions that formed them; and that, 
what is in itself so poetically just and so morally beautiful, is en- 
forced by a providential wisdom, which neither genius nor ambi- 
tion can resist or control. We rejoice, too, when, on the other 
hand, a man so gifled, faithfully and proudly devotes to th^ insti- 
tutions of his country the powers and influence they have unfolded 
and fostered in him, that, in his turn, he is again rewarded with 
confidence and honors, which, as they can come neither from 
faction nor passion, so neither party discipline nor political vio- 
lence can diminish or impair them. And, finally, and above all, 
we rejoice for the great body of the people, that the decided and 
unhesitating support they have so freely given to the distinguished 
Senator, with whose name *Uhis land now rings from side to 
side,** because he has triumphantly defended the union of the 
states and the principles of the constitution ; — we rejoice, we say, 
far the peopky because^ such a support given by them for such a 



